• Arguments consist of premises and a conclusion		• Premises: the evidence used to support the conclusion
• Scope: subject matter of the argument			• Assumption: unstated premise necessary to reach conclusion
• Conclusion: what the author is trying to convince you of 		Premise-Therefore-Conclusion test
‘Is this what the author is trying to convince me of?’		• Strength of an Argument: How well the conclusion follows from the premises							3 most common argument types:

Cause and Effect 							Weaken			Strengthen
Premise: Event X occurs 					• Something else causes Y	 • More information about causality
Premise: Event Y occurs 					• Y causes X		 • Eliminate other causes of Y
+ Assumption: X is the only possible cause of Y 			• X and Y are coincidental 
Conclusion: X causes Y 					  (correlation is not causation)

Statistical 							Weaken			Strengthen
Premise: Information from sample 				• Sample not representative 	 • Sample is representative
+ Assumption: Sample represents entire population 		• Conclusion doesn’t match stats
Conclusion: Something about entire population 			• Flaw in calculations
							
Analogy 								Weaken			Strengthen
Premise: Similarity between X and Y 				• Entities less similar	• Entities even more similar
Premise: Similarity between X and Y 				 
+ Assumption: Sharing some means sharing all 
Conclusion: Some other similarity exists 

Tips for Identifying Conclusions and Premises 
• Watch for trigger words that indicate a conclusion:
therefore, thus, hence, so, implies, indicates, consequently, as a result, clearly, accordingly, infer, conclude 
• Watch for trigger words that indicate a premise:
since, because, for, due to, evidence, on the basis of, given that 
• Beware of common argument structures:
1. Premise, premise, . . . , conclusion 
2. Conclusion, premise, premise . . . 
3. Conclusion in the question stem 

75% of the questions are Weaken, Strengthen, Assumption and Conclusion/Inference
Some: 1 or more 						Most: More than 50% 
Look for logical answer choices that seem correct but are out of scope, don’t talk the about subject matter


































8 question types:

1. Weaken the Argument
Answer choice that undermines the conclusion the most 		‘Does this weaken the conclusion that...?’
Common ways to weaken an argument:			Do not try to disprove a premise
- Undermining an assumption				Goal: Weaken the extent to which the conclusion follows from the 
- Adding a new premise that hurts the conclusion			premises

2. Strengthen the Argument 
Answer choice that strengthens the conclusion the most		‘Does this strengthen the conclusion that...?’
Common ways to strengthen an argument  	Watch out for answer choices that support a premise but not the 
- Stating an assumption  					conclusion
- Adding a new supporting premise  

3. Assumption
Find a necessary assumption 					‘Is this assumption necessary to draw the conclusion that...?’
Negation Technique: An assumption is absolutely necessary for a conclusion to follow from the premises 
Negating the necessary assumption will destroy the argument 

4. Conclusion/Inference
Find conclusion/inference that must logically follows 		It must be true and needs to be proven based on the passage/premises
Negation Technique: 					‘Must it be true that...?’
The negated conclusion that contradicts the premises the most is probably the correct answer.
Do not stray too far from the premises  			Look for a rewording of a premise  
Conclusions need not involve every premise			Do not inject assumptions into the argument
Beware of answer choices that introduce new ideas/words and where the strength of the language does not match the strength of the language in the premises

5. Structure
5.1 Method of reasoning
Find the best description of the author’s argumentative strategy	‘What role does this play in the argument?’
5.2 Boldface questions					Find the best description of the role(s) played
Look for common roles: Concluding, Summarizing, Contradicting, Providing supporting evidence, Providing an example, Providing a counterexample, Generalizing (= make a general statement by inferring from a specific cases)
Consider how the second bolded part is related to first bolded part 	Beware of answer choices that are half right and half wrong 
5.3 Parallel argument
Find the argument that employs the most similar argumentative strategy. 
Use symbols or generic language to describe the method of reasoning before checking the answer choices to save time 
Beware of answer choices with same subject matter 		Eliminate details to get the structure

6. Flawed Argument
Find the argument’s primary flaw 				Identify the main problem
Common Flaws:
• Confusing causation with correlation				• Extreme language (some is not all)
• Confusing numbers with rates (absolute vs relative numbers)	• Mistaking necessary for sufficient
• Conclusion mismatch (doesn’t match premises)			• Guilty by association (sharing 2 qualities doesn’t mean sharing all)
   - Watch out for new words in the conclusion
• Unrepresentative sample

7. Paradox
Find premise that resolves the paradox 			‘Does this explain why...?’
Identify something that resolves the contradictory information	Beware of answer choices that have opposite effect 

8. Evaluation
Find the question that best helps to evaluate the conclusion	
Check the answer choices by providing an answer to each question and relating it to the conclusion
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