Being in GMAT SC 
Typically usage of "being" as a modifier makes the answer choice wordy and awkward.  Nevertheless, it has been deprecated so much as if it is an untouchable usage.  However, there are three perfectly correct usages of this word.  Being cognizant of these usages is important.  Moreover, make sure you do not blindly eliminate an answer choice just because you see the word "being" in it.  

1. Whenever the word, 'being ' is used as a modifier then it is considered wordy and redundant by GMAT.  Most of the time the word being is seen to be used in GMAT as a modifier.  

Correct Usage 1 - When Being acts as a noun and is used as part of a noun phrase or as a substantive phrase, then GMAT accepts being as correct.  For example 

Being unresponsive to the symptoms of a disease may make the disease worse. 
Remember this noun phrase containing the gerund 'being' will always be accompanied by verb after it.  If you do not see a verb, then 'being' would not be a correct usage.  
Notice the noun phrase acting as the subject here - being unresponsive to the symptoms-.


Correct Usage 2 - When passive continuous verb tense is required to communicate the meaning.  For example:  
The residents of this 100-year old apartment complex are being evacuated because of structural instability of the building.
Notice the verb tense here - are being evacuated-present continuous written in passive voice.  If you do not see the helping verb - anything such as is, are, was, were, will be.  Would be, and so on-, before being, and then be sure ' being is not being used properly.  
Correct usage 3.  Being as objects or objects of a preposition. 
As part of their therapy, young polio victims learning to live with their disabilities were helped to practice falling during the 1950s, so that they could learn to fall without being hurt.
You may see the use of being is not even underlined here,  meaning that it is a correct usage, because 'being' here is an object of the preposition 'without'. 
Performing a risky maneuver that required precision flying, not only did space shuttle astronauts retrieve an orbiting satellite, it was done simultaneously while avoiding being rear-ended by a passing ultraviolet telescope.

A. not only did space shuttle astronauts retrieve an orbiting satellite, it was done simultaneously while avoiding

B. not only was an orbiting satellite retrieved by space shuttle astronauts, but they also simultaneously avoided

C. an orbiting satellite was retrieved by space shuttle astronauts who also avoided simultaneously

D. space shuttle astronauts retrieved an orbiting satellite, simultaneously while avoiding 

E. space shuttle astronauts retrieved an orbiting satellite and simultaneously avoided 
Being rear ended has not been underlined. In the correct choice E, it is acts an object (gerund) of the verb 'avoided'.  Hence, GMAT accepts this usage 
 
Other than the above three cases, generally you will find 'being' used as a modifier, almost in 90% of the cases.  Hence, the word 'being', if not used properly, may give an easy cue to eliminate those choices without much difficulty 

Correct use of being --- some Official examples 

1. Heavy commitment by an executive to a course of action, especially if it has worked well in the past, makes it likely to miss signs of incipient trouble or misinterpret them when they do appear.

A. Heavy commitment by an executive to a course of action, especially if it has worked well in the past, makes it likely to miss signs of incipient trouble or misinterpret them when they do appear.
B. an executive who is heavily committed to a course of action, especially one that worked well in the past, makes missing signs of incipient trouble or misinterpreting ones likely when they do appear.
C. an executive who is heavily committed to a course of action is likely to miss or misinterpret signs of incipient trouble when they do appear, especially if it has worked well in the past.
D. Executives’ being heavily committed to a course of action, especially if it has worked well in the past, makes them likely to miss signs of incipient trouble or misinterpreting them when they do appear.
E. Being heavily committed to a course of action, especially one that has worked well in the past, 


A. Inconsistent use of the pronoun "it'. Cannot say for certain what the first 'it' refers t. The second 'it' seems to tob eba pace holder. 
B. the expression' makes missing signs' is very awkward 
C. No reference to 'it'. 
D. Executive's  being  is odd. 
E. Correct. Being is part of the noun pjrase  that is the subject of the sentence. 




2. Simply because they are genetically engineered does not make it any more likely for plants to become an invasive or persistent weed, according to a decade-long study published in the journal Nature.

A. because they are genetically engineered does not make it any more likely for plants to
B. because it is genetically engineered does not make a plant any more likely to
C. being genetically engineered does not make it any more likely that plants will
D. being genetically engineered does not make a plant any more likely to
E. being genetically engineered does not make a plant any more likely that it will become 

A. No reference to 'it'
B. 'Because it is genetically engineered' is subordinte clause nd cannot ask as the subject for the verb 'dos not make'
C. no referent for 'it'
D. most precise and correct answer
E. anymore likely that it will become is wordy and unidiomatic. 




