Shams essay on building dormitories 

Argument topic:
"To serve the housing needs of our students, Buckingham College should build a number of new dormitories.  Buckingham's enrollment is growing and, based on current trends, will double over the next 50 years, thus making existing dormitory space inadequate. Moreover, the average rent for an apartment in our town has risen in recent years. Consequently, students will find it increasingly difficult to afford off-campus housing. Finally, attractive new dormitories would make prospective students more likely to enroll at Buckingham."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

My response:

The author concluded in the memo that new dormitories in Buckingham will be needed in order to accommodate many new enrolled students based on some unwarranted assumptions. however, before evaluating the author's conclusion, three questions need to be answered.

First of all, how accurate is the trend regarding students' enrollment? the passage stated that the number of students will be doubled in fifty years. but how exactly has the trend been found? The data on which the trend holds true maybe collected from other institutions situated at Buckingham. Even if the trend is based on previous records of enrollment in Buckingham college, we can never be sure that this will hold true for the next 50 years. Another college might start taking students providing better opportunities at a more affordable cost. This assumption will not be valid in this case

Secondly, will the apartment rent never start to decrease in Buckingham? in the passage, the matter of increased house rent is mentioned. This point, though seemingly valid for some cases, will not hold true in most of the cases if the apartment rent somehow decrease due to various reasons. House rent mostly depend on the amount of space and comforts offered by the particular apartment. This is dependent on different things such as the building cost of the apartment and the facilities present in there. If Buckingham landowners take a decision to build small apartments only to accommodate college students with a relatively low rent, the assumption of the author will not hold water.

Last of all, can only the attractive dormitories make a college a great place to have the proper education? Certainly not. Fledgling students who are keen to join the best college in the town will surely look for other qualities in a college. qualities such as erudite teachers, well facilitated classrooms, state of the art laboratories will probably be more likely to attract the prospective students to enroll at Buckingham college. If one college has a great bunch of faculties with a relatively moderate accommodation place and other college has a great dormitory but no updated laboratories, students will probably be going to the prior college only because of the better offered education. So this assumption will only hold true if some other criteria are fulfilled.
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Shams: 
Please realize that for the GMAC, the AWA essay is a tool to measure your involvement and seriousness.  A casual approach may bring down your overall image in the application process. 
I understand this is your first essay and that is evident in your response.  Your essay is far too away from the international standards of writing.
Please appreciate that your grammar is of primary importance in you formal communication.  You should learn the basics such as punctuation, subject-verb agreements, tense etc. 
If you do not proof read your essay, the examiner will simply call it substandard and brush aside.  Please attend to these mistakes on a priority basis. 
I must appreciate one good thing.  Your approach to convince others in is strong.  
Please augment your rhetoric in formal language.  There is no need to ask all your thoughts in question form.  When you frequently use, the question format, it looks as if you are in conversation with someone.  For example, please avoid asking how accurate can this be?  Just say, this could be rather inaccurate or (alternatively), these flights of fancy could be far from reality. 
Rating:  3.5, mainly because of too many grammar errors. 
Good luck and take care. 


