4. Pronoun Errors

Prerequisite
For a good understanding of Pronoun Errors, one should have already read:

(@) Parts of speech (Especially section 2.1.2 Pronoun)
Let’s revisit the basic definition of pronouns:

In a sentence, a pronoun replaces a noun. The noun that the pronoun replaces is called the antecedent of that
pronoun.

This rather simplistic definition of pronoun has many implications, as depicted in Figure 18 below:

~_1 No orphan pronoun: There must be a
Noun/Pronoun that a Pronoun refers to
e Sentences that use Pronouns without an antecedent are

invalid*
* Orphan pronoun is always incorrect

sz No ambiguous pronoun: A Pronoun can only
refer to a Noun — No antecedent Ambiguity

e |f a Pronoun in a sentence has multiple antecedents, it is
not an ideal sentence
e Ambiguous pronoun is not preferred but sometimes accepted

Antecedent that a Pronoun can refer to,

should be present as-is in the sentence

e We cannot jumble up the words in any which way, to
arrive at the antecedent
* If antecedent is not present as-is, it is always incorrect

Figure 18: Implications of Pronoun usage
We explore each of the above in detail, in following sections:

1. Orphan Pronouns (section 4.2)
2.  Ambiguous Pronouns (section 4.3)
3. The antecedent should be present as-is in the sentence (section 4.4)

Before we delve into these pronoun issues, let’s first develop an understanding of what an eligible antecedent is.

4.1. What determines eligible antecedents of a pronoun

The noun that the pronoun replaces is called the antecedent of that pronoun. Before we go further into the details
of the various pronoun errors tested on GMAT, let’s first understand what determines an eligible antecedent of a
pronoun.
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