Sentence Correction

a quick rule of thumb to remember 

gerund vs infinitive 
choose the infinitive 

just make sure it fits the context of the sentence.

170. Because the financial review covered only the last few fiscal years, and therefore the investigators were unable to determine the extent to possible earlier overpayments. 
(A) and therefore the investigators were unable to determine the extent to possible 
(B) so therefore the investigators were not capable of determining the possible extent of 
(C) therefore the investigators were unable to determine the possible extent of 
(D) the investigators were not capable of determining the possible extent of 
(E) the investigators were unable to determine the extent of possible

Ans: E 

The computer software being designed for a project studying Native American access to higher education will not only meet the needs of that study, but also has the versatility and power of facilitating similar research endeavors. 
A. but also has the versatility and power of facilitating 
B. but also have the versatility and power to facilitate 
C. but it also has the versatility and power to facilitate 
D. and also have the versatility and power of facilitating 
E. and it also has such versatility and power that it can facilitate 


Is computer software plural or singlular?

The computer software being designed for a project studying Native American access to higher education will not only meet the needs of that study, but also have the versatility and power to facilitate similar research endeavors. 

B is correct because this is in subjunctive mood - watch out for key words such as "will". 
but computer software IS singular.. hope that helps.
The Subjunctive Mood 
A verb is in the subjunctive mood when it expresses a condition which is doubtful or not factual. It is most often found in a clause beginning with the word if. It is also found in clauses following a verb that expresses a doubt, a wish, regret, request, demand, or proposal. 

These are verbs typically followed by clauses that take the subjunctive: 

ask, demand, determine, insist, move, order, pray, prefer, recommend, regret, request, require, suggest, and wish. 
In English there is no difference between the subjunctive and normal, or indicative, form of the verb except for the present tense third person singular and for the verb to be. 

The subjunctive for the present tense third person singular drops the -s or -es so that it looks and sounds like the present tense for everything else. 

The subjunctive mood of the verb to be is be in the present tense and were in the past tense, regardless of what the subject is. 

Incorrect: If I was you, I would run. 
Correct: If I were you, I would run. 
(The verb follows if and expresses a non-factual condition.) 

Incorrect: I wish he was able to type faster. 
Correct: I wish he were able to type faster. 
(The second verb is in a clause following a verb expressing a wish. It also suggests a non-factual or doubtful condition.) 

Incorrect: His requirement is that everyone is computer literate. 
Correct: His requirement is that everyone be computer literate. 
(Subordinate clause follows main clause with a demand.) 

Incorrect: He recommended that each driver reports his tips. 
Correct: He recommended that each driver report his tips. 

Sometimes we may use the conditional auxiliary verbs of could, should, or would to express the same sense. 

Subjunctive:I wish he were kinder to me. 

Conditional: I wish he would be kinder to me. 

118. Art museums do not usually think of their collections as capital or consider the interest income that would be generated if a portion of the capital would have been invested in another form. 
(A) be generated if a portion of the capital would have been 
(B) have been generated if a portion of the capital would have been 
(C) be generated if a portion of the capital were 
(D) be generated if a portion of the capital was 
(E) be generated if a portion of the capital had been
Ans: C

Anytime you see would, look for 'were' (Subjunctive mood).

In the subjunctive, actually, we are dealing with orders/commands/requirements, so it's in actuality the imperative mood. In the imperative mood, we use the infinitive minus the 'to'. 

ie. 

The Fuhrer demanded that he be sent to the front line. 

Subjunctive would be: 

If the Furher were to demand his services, he would be sent to the front line. 

Anytime you see 'were' and something that isn't true in the first part, would is always used in the untrue part of the sentence.

Tom Bradley was mayor of Los Angeles from 1973 to 1993, an era when the city had transformed from a collection of suburban neighborhoods to the second-largest city in the United States. 

A. an era when the city had transformed. 
B. An era during which the city was transformed. 
C. An era that transformed it. 
D. During which era the city transformed. 
E. During which the city was transformed.
In E without the era , which has got no clear antecedent. In A the tense is wrong. 
So B is correct

A majority of the international journalists surveyed view nuclear power stations as unsafe at present but that they will, or could, be made sufficiently safe in the future. 
(a) that they will, or could, 
(b) that they would, or could, 
(c) they will be or could 
(d) think that they will be or could 
(e) think the power stations would or could
Think is a "thinking verb" 
it requires THAT. 
strictly based on this rule, no other choice is correct. 

believe that 
think that 
theorizes that 
belief that... 

will be...could be... 
parallel

It has to be D because Will/Would and Could have to make sense without the other in the sentence. 
Break it out: 
..journalists surveyed view nuclear power stations as unsafe at present but that they WILL be made sufficiently safe in the future. 

..journalists surveyed view nuclear power stations as unsafe at present but that they COULD be made sufficiently safe in the future. 

So it has to be WILL not WOULD. Would does not make sense here because "would" is used with past tense conditional statements (From Manhattan GMAT) 
If she WON the lottery she would give all the money to charity 
If she WINS the lottery she will give all the money to charity 

In our sentence we have the verb "view" 
Journalists VIEW power stations as unsafe at present but that they WILL be made sufficiently safe. 
In the 1980's the rate of increase of the minority population of the United States was nearly two times greater than that of the 1970's. 

In the 1980's the rate of increase of the minority population of the United States was nearly two times greater than that in the 1970's.

Which is correct? 

The rate of increase of x in 1990 was greater than that in 1970's...
Here That means "rate of increase of x"... so we need an "in"...

Hence B is correct...

Since 1975 the number of women in upper-level management in American corporations have increased by 25 percent; female executives’ salaries, however, still lag behind those of their male counterparts. 

(A) have increased by 25 percent; female executives’ salaries, however, still lag 
(B) has increased by 25 percent, however much their salaries lag 
(C) have increased 25 percent; female executives’ salaries, however, still have lagged 
(D) has increased by 25 percent; female executives’ salaries, however, still lag 
(E) have increased 25 percent; their salaries, however, still lag
Ans: D
Teachers in this country have generally been trained either to approach mathematics like a creative activity or that they should force students to memorize rules and principles without truly understanding how to apply them. 

A. ... 
B. to approach mathematics like a creative activity or to force students to 
memorize rules and principles 
C. to approach mathematics as a creative activity or to force students to 
memorize rules and principles 
D. that they should approach mathematics as a creative activity or to 
force students to memorize rules and principles 
E. that they should approach mathematics like a creative activity or that 
they should force students to memorize rules and principles

Ans: C 

When do we use ?
To approach like X

To approach as X 

The man was always aware, sometimes proudly and sometimes resentfully, that he was a small-town Midwesterner who was thrust into a world that was 
dominated by wealthier, better-educated, and more polished people than him. 
(A) who was thrust into a world that was dominated by wealthier, better-educated, and more polished people than him 
(B) who had been thrust into a world that was dominated by more wealthy, educated, and polished people than him 
(C) who had been thrust into a world dominated by wealthier, better-educated, and people more polished than he was 
(D) thrust into a world dominated by more wealthy, educated, and polished people than him 
(E) thrust into a world dominated by wealthier, better-educated, and more 
polished people than he

Ans E: 

better than he[was] --> "was" is ellipsed
Subject 
Object

I 

me

You 

you

He 

him

She 

her

It 

it

We 

us

They 

them

With "than" or "as"

Another common pronoun mistake happens in sentences where you use "than" or "as" to compare people or things:

· Peggy is smaller than I.

· The dog down the street is meaner than she.

· Dogs are as smart as they.

You want to use "me," "her," and "them," don't you? You could, but that wouldn't be right. The subject form of the pronoun always comes after "than" or "as." Why? There's an understood verb in the construction.

· Peggy is smaller than I (am).

· The dog down the street is meaner than she (is).

· Dogs are as smart as they (are).
http://aliscot.com/bigdog/pronouns.htm
18. Due to the fact that Jordan wrecked Bono's station wagon during a road trip last summer, she has not been and probably never would be allowed to drive her father's car. 

(A) has not been and probably never would be allowed to drive 
(B) has not been allowed to drive and probably never will be allowed to drive 
(C) has not and probably never would be allowed to drive 
(D) has not and probably will never be allowed to drive 
(E) has not and probably never will be allowed to drive

Ans: B

D is wrong because if you take out the second part, it means: 
'has not be allowed to drive'
Most scientists surveyed view artificial sweetners as unsafe at present but they will be or could, be made adequately safe in future 

A they will be or could, 
B. that they will, or could, 
C. that they would, or could, 
D. believe the sweetners would or could 
E. believe that they will be or could

Most recovering heroin addicts seek to be free of drug dependency and others' prejudicial treatment as well 

A. of drug dependency and others' prejudicial treatment as well 
B. both of drug dependency and also of prejudicial treatment 
C. both of drug dependency and also from prejudicial treatment 
D. both of drug dependency but also from prejudicial treatment 
E. both of drug dependency and of prejudicial treatment as well

Ans: A (one forum says E)
Even their most ardent champions concede that no less than a technical or scientific breakthrough is necessary before solar cells can meet the goal of providing one percent of the nations energy needs. 
A. that no less than a technical or scientific breakthrough is necessary 
B. that nothing other than a technical or scientific breakthrough is needed 
C. that a technical or scientific breakthrough is necessary 
D. the necessity for an occurrence of a technical or scientific breakthrough 
E. the necessity for a technical or scientific breakthrough occurring

Ans: C – Concise, A – No less is redundant. 
Added to the increase in hourly wages requested last July, the railroad employees are now seeking an expanded program of retirement benefits. 
(A) Added to the increase in hourly wages requested last July, the railroad employees are now seeking an expanded program of retirement benefits. 
(B) Added to the increase in hourly wages which had been requested last July, the employees of the railroad are now seeking an expanded program of retirement benefits. 
(C) The railroad employees are now seeking an expanded program of retirement benefits added to the increase in hourly wages that were requested last July. 
(D) In addition to the increase in hourly wages that were requested last July, the railroad employees are now seeking an expanded program of retirement benefits. 
(E) In addition to the increase in hourly wages requested last July, the employees of the railroad are now seeking an expanded program of retirement benefits.

Ans: E , S-V error in D, It should be was instead of were. Also in D were refers to wages instead of increase in wages. 
Due to/because of 

The number of acres destroyed by wildfires, which have become an ongoing threat due to drought and booming population density, have increased dramatically over the past several years, prompting major concern among local politicians. 
A. have become an ongoing threat due to drought and booming 
population density, have increased 
B. have become an ongoing threat due to drought and booming 
population density, have been increasing 
C. has become an ongoing threat because of drought and booming 
population density, has increased 
D. have become an ongoing threat due to drought and booming 
population density, has increased 
E. have become an ongoing threat because of drought and booming 
population density, has increased

While the concepts involved are simple - due to is an adjective, and hence can modify a noun (or noun phrase or anything that can stand in for a noun); because of is an adverb and hence must modify a verb or another adjective (but NOT a noun). 

The other rule of thumb is that DUE TO constructions are usually preceded by a linking verb (is/was/are etc.) 

The rain was DUE TO the low pressure area across the bay 

The suffering of the people is due to Government apathy 

Because of requires a verb/adjective to modify 

We cancelled the trip because of inclement weather. 

So, using the concepts above, let's examine our sentence here - 

Wild fires, which have become (linking verb) an ongoing threat (subject complement) because of (adverb modifying Have Become) drought and booming population density 

one might question, that since this construction seems similar to 

Subject + linking verb + due to , why are we not using Due To? This is where I get confused as well. 

However, the way I try to reconcile it is this - 

I try to see whether the subject is more important or what's implied by the linking verb is more important - 

In our example - it's not the wild fires themselves, but the fact that they have become an ongoing threat (notice how this subject complement intrudes between the linking verb and due to/because of shifting the focus from the subject to the linking verb and hence the use of an adverb to qualify the linking verb seems justified)

A discussion of our nation’s foreign policy must begin with the fact of there being an independent Western Europe which now thinks of itself in trans-nationalist terms. 
(A) A discussion of our nation’s foreign policy must begin with the fact of there being 
(B) Beginning any discussion of our nation’s foreign policy must be the fact of there being 
(C) Any discussion of our nation’s foreign policy must begin with the fact that there is 
(D) Any discussion of our nation’s foreign policy must begin by acknowledging the existence of 
(E) To begin discussing our nation’s foreign policy thee must be an acknowledgment of the fact that

Ans: D

GMAT condemns the use of the fact because it is redundant and wordy. Being is almost never correct on the GMAT. Therefore D.
"The fact that is an especially debilitating expression. It should be revised out of every expression in which it occurs. 

Owing to the fact that :: since (because) 
in spite of the fact that :: though (although) 
call your attention to the fact that :: remind you (notify you) 
the fact that he had not succeeded :: his failure 
the fact that I had arrived :: my arrival". 

"Fact. Use this word only of matters of direct verification, not of matters of judgment. That a particular event happened on a given date and that lead melts at a certain temperature are facts. But such conclusions as that Napoleon was the greatest of modern generals or that the climate of California is delightful, however defensible may be, are not properly called facts." 

"The truth is.... The fact is.... A bad beginning for a sentence. If you feel you are possessed of the truth, or of the fact, simply state it. Do not give it advance billing."
Though viewed from a distance, Saturn's main rings may appear to be smooth and continuous, they are in fact composed of thousands of separate icy ringlets when viewed up close. 

a. Though viewed from a distance, Saturn's main rings may appear to be smooth and continuous, they are in fact composed of thousands of separate icy ringlets when viewed up close. 

b. Though Saturn's main rings may appear smooth and continuous when viewed from a distance, they are in fact composed of thousands of separate icy ringlets when viewed up close. 

c. Saturn's main rings, when viewed from a distance, may appear to be smooth and continuous, though when viewed up close they are in fact composed of thousands of separate icy ringlets. 

d. When viewed from a distance, Saturn's main rings may appear smooth and continuous, but closer viewing reveals them to be composed of thousands of separate icy ringlets. 

e. Though composed of thousands of separate icy ringlets if viewed up close, the main rings of Saturn may appear smooth and continuous when they are viewed from a distance.

Ans: D

370. In astronomy the term “red shift” denotes the extent to which light from a distant galaxy has been shifted toward the red, or long-wave, end of the light spectrum by the rapid motion of the galaxy away from the Earth. 

(A) to which light from a distant galaxy has been shifted 
(B) to which light from a distant galaxy has shifted 
(C) that light from a distant galaxy has been shifted 
(D) of light from a distant galaxy shifting 
(E) of the shift of light from a distant galaxy

Ans: A

The use of the passive form 'has been shifted' is correct in this sentence because of the 'by' construction in the non-underlined part of the sentence.
As U.S. nuclear attack submarines prowl their familiar haunts deep within the oceans of the world these days, they increasingly are engaged in missions far different from the tasks for which they were built and for which their crews were trained over the last forty years. 

(A) they increasingly are engaged in missions far different from the tasks for which they were built 
(B) the missions they increasingly engage in are far different than the tasks they were built for 
(C) they engage increasingly in missions that differ significantly from the tasks they were built for 
(D) the missions they engage in are increasingly different than the tasks for which they were built 
(E) they increasingly engage in missions far different than the tasks for which they were built

Ans: A

this question is laden with pronouns. 
how do we know they refers to submarines rather than the familiar haunts or the oceans of the world?
because familiar haunts or the oceans of the world cannot 'engage in missions' 
and 
there is no alternative choice to remove the ambiguity

An example of correct use of being

The artist Renoir’s last word was “flowers,” spoken as they arranged a bouquet of roses 
just picked from his garden in a vase on his bedroom windowsill. 
A. as they arranged a bouquet of roses just picked from his garden 
B. as a bouquet of roses had been just picked from his garden and was being 
arranged 
C. as a bouquet of roses just picked from his garden was being arranged 
D. during the arrangement of a bouquet of roses just picked from his garden 
E. while they arranged a bouquet of roses that had just been picked from his garden

Ans: C

A,D,E wrong because – garden in a vase. Garden is in a vase? 
In reply to Cameron's irrational criticisms, his friend told Cameron that he should probably leave. 

A his friend told Cameron that he should probably leave 
B Cameron was told by his friend that he should probably leave 
C his friend told Cameron that Cameron should probably leave 
D Cameron's friend told Cameron that he should probably leave 
E his friend told him to leave probably
Ans: C

Two pronouns are underlined: "his" and "he." "His" is fine because at this point in the sentence it can only refer to Cameron. However "he" is not correct because it could refer to either Cameron or his friend. You can therefore eliminate Choices (A), (B), and (D). 

Choices (C) and (E) vary in a few respects, but focusing on one difference, is it more correct to say "he should probably leave" or "he should leave probably"? The first option is better, so eliminate (E).

Restrictive Clauses

A restrictive clause provides essential information about the subject of a sentence: it restricts the meaning of a sentence by identifying the specific qualities of the noun or pronoun.

Example:    The book that is on the bureau is mine.


Here the restrictive clause "that is on the bureau" tells which book is mine. There might be other books in other places, but this sentence is only concerned with the book that is on the bureau.

The suspect in the lineup who has red hair committed the crime.
Non-restrictive clauses provide descriptive information that isn't essential to the meaning of the sentence.

Examples:

    The detective, who was short, fat, and grubby, took down my

    statement.

    The getaway vehicle, which was pock-marked with rust, was parked

    in my driveway.


In these examples, the non-restrictive clauses, which are highlighted, provide extra information about the main subject of the sentence.

The data collected by weather airplanes that fly into the heart of a hurricane are useful mainly for gauging the storm’s structure and strength, not for the speed and the path of their movement. 

(A) not for the speed and the path of their movement 
(B) not the speed and path of its movement 
(C) not for the speed and path of its movement 
(D) and not the speed and path of their movements 
(E) and not for the speed and the path of its movements
Ans: B
Idiom = For X not Y 

Congress is debating a bill requiring certain employers provide workers with unpaid leave so as to care for sick or newborn children.

(A) provide workers with unpaid leave so as to
(B) to provide workers with unpaid leave so as to
(C) provide workers with unpaid leave in order that they
(D) to provide workers with unpaid leave so that they can
(E) provide workers with unpaid leave and
Ans: D

Use "so as" if there is only one noun which can be modified by "so as".
Ex. Jim worked hard so as to get promotion. [promotion is only for Jim]
Use "so that" if there are more then one noun, then go for "so that"
InCorrect: Jim divorced Jeniffer so as to marry. [Notclear: who wants to marry]
Correct: Jim divorced Jeniffer so that he could marry. [Clear: Jim wants to marry]

In the Q of this thread, we are having two nouns "employers" and "workers" hence need to use "so that" otherwise it would not be clear who will take care of children.

Idiom: Substitute X for Y
Like other educators who prefer to substitute anthologies of short stories or collections of popular essays to dull "basal readers," Ms. Burton emphasizes how important it is to enjoy good literature. 
(A) to dull "basal readers," Ms. Burton emphasizes how important it is to enjoy 
(B) for dull "basal readers," Ms. Burton emphasizes the importance of enjoying 
(C) to dull â€œbasal readers, Ms. Burton emphasizes that it is important to enjoy 
(D) for dull "basal readers," Ms. Burton's emphasis is that it is important to enjoy 
(E) to dull "basal readers," Ms. Burton's emphasis is on the importance of enjoying
Ans: B

In D comparison is wrong – Educators compared to Burton’s. !! 
Modifier Error
Beatrix Potter, in her book illustrations, carefully coordinating them with her narratives, capitalized on her keen observation and love of the natural world. 

(A) Beatrix Potter, in her book illustrations, carefully coordinating them with her narratives, 
(B) In her book illustrations, carefully coordinating them with her narratives, Beatrix Potter 
(C) In her book illustrations, which she carefully coordinated with her narratives, Beatrix Potter 
(D) Carefully coordinated with her narratives, Beatrix Potter, in her book illustrations 
(E) Beatrix Potter, in her book illustrations, carefully coordinated them with her narratives and

C is correct. 

E: 
Beatrix Potter, in her book illustrations, carefully coordinated them with her narratives and 

here : 
in her book illustrations 
is shown as "non restrictive clause" as it is enclosed in commas. by definitions the stamements should be valid even if we take out non-restrictive clause. now if we remove it: 
Beatrix Potter carefully coordinated them with her narratives and ... 

doesnt make sense. 

D. Modifier error. 
Carefully coordinated with her narratives 
seems to modifying: 
Beatrix Potter 
rather than her book illustrations.

The relationship between corpulence and disease remain controversial, although statistics clearly associate a reduced life expectancy with chronic obesity. 

(A) remain controversial, although statistics clearly associate a reduced life expectancy with 
(B) remain controversial, although statistics clearly associates a reduced life expectancy with 
(C) remain controversial, although statistics clearly associates reduced life expectancy to 
(D) remains controversial, although statistics clearly associate a reduced life expectancy with 
(E) remains controversial, although statistics clearly associates reduced life expectancy to 

Ans: D

IDIOM: Associate X with Y.
Statistics is Plural

Just because King Alfred occupied and fortified London in 886 did not mean that he also won the loyalty of its citizens: the invading Danes were well aware of this weakness and used it to their advantage in 893. 
(A) Just because King Alfred occupied and fortified London in 886 did not mean that he 
(B) The fact that King Alfred had occupied and fortified London in 886 did not mean that he had 
(C) Just because King Alfred occupied and fortified London in 886, it did not mean he 
(D) The fact that King Alfred occupied and fortified London in 886, it did not mean that he 
(E) Just because King Alfred had occupied and fortified London in 886, it did not mean he 
Ans: B

Just Because is wrong in GMAT – SWE usage (Standard Written English) – its informal and too colloquial.
http://www.bartleby.com/64/C001/015.html
In a leveraged buyout, investors borrow huge sums of money to buy companies, hoping to pay off the debt by using the company's earnings and to profit richly by the later resale of the companies or their divisions. 

A. by using the company's earnings and to profit 
B. by using the companies' earnings and by profiting 
C. using the companies' earnings and profiting 
D. with the company's earnings, profiting 
E. with the companies' earnings and to profit

Ans: E 

Pay off something with something 

Parallelism. 

A variety of X was 
Varieties of X were 
A variety of gold coins was stolen from the vault.

Although it claims to delve into political issues, television can be superficial such as when each of the three major networks broadcast exactly the same statement from a political candidate. 

(A) superficial such as when each of the three major networks 
correct Subject Verb Agrement is each... broadcasts 

(B) superficial, as can sometimes occur if all of the three major networks 
All implies that the networks are collaborating rather than operating individually. This changes the meaning of the sentence. 

(C) superficial if the three major networks all 
All implies that the networks are collaborating rather than operating individually. This changes the meaning of the sentence. 

(D) superficial whenever each of the three major networks 
correct Subject Verb Agrement is each... broadcasts 

(E) superficial, as when the three major networks each  - correct
As means For instance/For example
there are lots of exceptions. which is always preceeded by a comma if it is starting a nonrestrictive clause. anyone that scores about 700 needs to know which is a pronoun. 
of which 
through which 
under which
Law firms and other professional services groups, academic institutions, and research divisions often have informal talent marketplaces where senior employees strive to identify the best employees junior to them and the junior employees compete for the assignments that they find most attractive. a) where senior employees strive to identify the best employees junior to them and the junior employees compete for the assignments that they find most attractive 
b) in which senior employees strive and identify the best junior employees and the junior employees compete for the assignments that they find most attractive 
c) where senior employees strive to identify the best junior employees and the best junior employees compete for the most attractive assignments 
d) that enable senior employees to strive and identify the best junior employees and the best junior employees compete for the most attractive assignments 
e) in which senior employees strive to identify the best junior employees and the best junior employees compete for the most attractive assignments
Ans: E

This question uses the incorrect pronoun "where" to refer to "informal talent marketplaces." "Where" is used to refer to physical locations, but the "talent marketplaces" are a metaphorical construct, not an actual geographical location. In this case, "in which" is the appropriate construction. The original answer choice also utilizes unnecessary turns of phrase in its use of “best employees junior to them,” as well as “assignments that they find most attractive,” both of which use excessive language and could be expressed more succinctly. 

(A) This choice is incorrect as it repeats the original sentence. 

(B) This choice correctly changes "where" to "in which" but incorrectly uses the conjunction “and” between the terms “strive” and “identify,” suggesting that the two terms denote two distinct activities, as opposed to the intended single activity of identifying the best junior employees. Also, “assignments that they find most attractive” are unnecessarily wordy. 

(C) This answer repeats the original pronoun error ("where"). 

(D) This choice incorrectly uses the conjunction “and” between the terms “strive” and “identify,” suggesting that the two terms denote two distinct activities, as opposed to the intended single activity of identifying the best junior employees. 

(E) This choice correctly changes "where" to "in which" and also rephrases the sentence more concisely ("best junior employees"; "most attractive assignments").
IDIOM: Resemblance between X and Y
IDIOM: Prohibit X from Y
Although not quite as liquid an investment as a money-market account , financial experts recommend a certificate of deposit for its high yield. 

A) Although not quite as liquid an investment as 
B) Although it is not quite as liquid an investment as 
C) While not being quite as liquid an investment as 
D) While it is not quite as liquid as an investment 
E) Although not quite liquid an investment as

Ans: B

A is wrong because – it seems to modify financial experts. But it is supposed to refer to certificate of deposit. 

should be B because with "although" we need subject ("it") and "verb" (is). any clause that starts with although is dependent clause and should have SV. 

"it" refers to certificate of deposit.

According to recent studies comparing the nutritional value of meat from wild animals and meat from domesticated animals, wild animals have less total fat than do livestock fed on grain and more of a kind of fat they think is good for cardiac health. 

A. wild animals have less total fat than do livestock fed on grain and more of a kind of fat they think is 

B. wild animals have less total fat than livestock fed on grain and more of a kind of fat thought to be 

C. wild animals have less total fat than that of livestock fed on grain and have more fat of a kind thought to be 

D. total fat of wild animals is less than livestock fed on grain and they have more fat of a kind thought to be 

E. total fat is less in wild animals than that of livestock fed on grain and more of their fat is of a kind they think is

Ans: B
Only 'B' looks good. 
It is right that in 'C', 'that' refers to "total fat" but the comparison goes wrong, 
it becomes, "wild animals have less total fat than total fat of livestock"...comparison of "wild animals with total fat of livestock "? 
In 'B' comparison is correct & "wild animals have X and Y" is also correct.

THAN – Look if comparison is correct on both sides of than
Appositive

An appositive is a noun or noun phrase that renames another noun right beside it. The appositive can be a short or long combination of words. 

A hot-tempered tennis player, Robbie charged the umpire and tried to crack the poor man's skull with a racket. 
117. Architects and stonemasons, huge palace and temple clusters were built by the Maya without benefit of the wheel or animal transport. 

(A) huge palace and temple clusters were built by the Maya without benefit of the wheel or animal transport 
(B) without the benefits of animal transport or the wheel, huge palace and temple clusters were built by the Maya 
(C) the Maya built huge palace and temple clusters without the benefit of animal transport or the wheel 
(D) there were built, without the benefit of the wheel or animal transport, huge palace and temple clusters by the Maya 
(E) were the Maya who, without the benefit of the wheel or animal transport, built huge palace and temple clusters 

Ans: C
 “Less” and “amount” refer to non-countable things and answer: “How much?” [soup].

"Fewer" and "number" refer to countable things and 
answer: "How many?" [people]. 
Who vs Whom

If you can’t get who and whom straight, try this trick: rephrase the sentence to get rid of who or whom. 

If you find you’ve replaced who/whom with he, she, or they, then "who" is correct. 

If you find you’ve replaced who/whom with him, her, or them, then "whom" is correct. 
“So as” is never correct in GMAT land. 
Incorrect: He runs everyday so as to build his stamina.

Correct: He runs everyday in an effort to build his stamina 
Correct: Her debts are so extreme as to threaten the future of the company 
“Broadcast” is plural 
“Being” is usually wrong in GMAT land, except in two kinds of SCs

· In addition to being one of the finest restaurants…

· There are many reasons to get an MBA, with increased career prospects being the most important..

 Hopefully is almost always wrong on GMAT 
Hopeful is an adjective, hopefully is an adverb - to be hopeful.

Hopefully, I will get the promotion -- wrong
I am hopeful that I will get a promotion -- correct
I hope that I will get a promotion -- correct
We waited hopefully for the lottery results -- correct 
Climatic shifts are so gradual as to be indistinguishable at first from ordinary fluctuations in the weather.
(A) so gradual as to be indistinguishable
(B) so gradual they can be indistinguishable
(C) so gradual that they are unable to be distinguished
(D) gradual enough not to be distinguishable
(E) gradual enough so that one cannot distinguish them 
Ans: A

IDIOM: So X as to be Y 

IDIOM: Determined BY

One of the + plural noun + that/who + plural verb 
He is one of the guys who hate baseball. 
This is one of the cars that run on corn fuel.
With its abundance of noun inflections, Icelandic is one of several Germanic languages that is compact when written but can lengthen considerably when translated into English. 

(A) is compact when written but can lengthen considerably when translated into English 
(B) are compact when they are written, but they can lengthen considerably when they are translated in English 
(C) is compact when written but can lengthen considerably when being translated into English 
(D) are compact when written but can lengthen considerably in English translation 
(E) is compact when it is written but can lengthen considerably when translated in English

Ans: D
SO AS TO – UNIDIOMATIC!!! 

SO THAT – IDIOMATIC

The management of IMAX theatre in New Orleans agreed to the demand of immediate refund so as to avoid public anger at the cancellation of the show. 

a. so as to avoid

b. and so could they avoid

c. so that they could avoid

d. so that it could avoid

e. in order that it could avoid

Ans: D

Things Wrong on GMAT

· Being

· Just because

· The fact – redundant

· So as to

· On account of - unidiomatic
The regional irrigation authority is finding that the cost associated with desilting the reservoirs in time for the monsoon are rapidly becoming prohibitively expensive. 

a. cost associated with 

b. costs associated with 

c. costs arising from 

d. cost of 

e. costs of
Ans: B 

Initially thought E to be correct but going by the discussion, I found B more appropriate as cost is associated with some process (the cost of which is not fixed but varies) and cost is of something like an apple.

"Cost of" is used when we try to put a value to an entity. 

"Cost associated with" is used when we try to estimate the cost of doing something (an operation).

Cost of apple is 10 INR.
Costs associated with pest control are 1000 INR.

Critical Reasoning

People who have spent a lot of time in contact with animals often develop 
animal-induced allergies, a significant percentage of which are quite serious. In a 
survey of current employees in major zoos, about 30 percent had animal-induced 
allergies. However, a zoo employee who develops a serious animal-induced allergy 
is very likely to switch to some other occupation. 
Which of the following hypotheses receives the strongest support from the 
information given? 
A. The incidence of serious animal-induced allergies among current zoo 
employees is lower than that among the general population. 
B. Zoo employees tend to develop animal-induced allergies that are more serious 
than those of other people who spend equally large amounts of time with 
animals. 
C. Exposure to domestic pets is, on the whole, less likely to cause 
animal-induced allergy than is exposure to the kinds of animals that are kept 
in zoos. 
D. There is no occupation for which the risk of developing an animal-induced 
allergy is higher than 30 percent. 
E. Among members of the general population who have spent as much time with 
animals as zoo employees typically have, the percentage with animal-induced 
allergies is significantly more than 30 percent.

Tough one. E. 
Argument is as follows: 
1. People who work with animals develop allergies, most of which are serious. 
2. Current zoo workers have an allergy rate of 30% 
3. Those who develop serious allergies leave jobs. 
1 implies that most zoo workers develop serious allergies, and 3 implies they leave, and since most leave, the rate normally would be higher. 
So E is the answer.

Signal Words to Identify Conclusion

Therefore

As a result

Suggests

Indicates

Accordingly

So

Consequently

Thus

Hence

It follows that

Conclusions are also signaled by their strong tone, often marked by words such as should (“This law should be enacted ….”) 
Signal Words to Identify Premises

Since

Due to

Because

Given that

Often patients with ankle fractures that are stable, and thus do not require surgery, are given follow-up x-ray because their orthopedists are concerned about possibly having misjudged the stability of the fracture. When a number of follow-up x-rays were reviewed, however, all the fractures that had initially been judged stable were found to have healed correctly. Therefore, it is a waste of money to order follow-up x-rays of ankle fracture initially judged stable. 

Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument? 

A) Doctors who are general practitioners rather than orthopedists are less likely than orthopedists to judge the stability of an ankle fracture correctly. 
B) Many ankle injuries for which an initial x-ray is ordered are revealed by the 
x-ray not to involve any fracture of the ankle. 
C) X-rays of patients of many different orthopedists working in several hospitals were reviewed. 
D) The healing of ankle fractures that have been surgically repaired is always 
checked by means of a follow-up x-ray. 
E) Orthopedists routinely order follow-up x-rays for fractures of bone other than ankle bones.

Ans: C
