1. That the new managing editor rose from the publications soft news sections to a leadership position is more of a landmark in the industry than her being a woman.

(A) her being a woman

(B) being a woman is

(C) her womanhood

(D) that she was a woman

(E) that she is a woman

Explanation: “Than” requires a “subjective” case. So “her” is incorrect and we should have “she”. So A and C are gone. Option B is awkward it creates a sentence fragment without any logical ending, so it is out as well.

Between D and E, although “was” parallels with “rose” but logically thinking that she is still a woman (hopefully no gender change operations (). So I will go with E.

2. In a leveraged buyout, investors borrow huge sums of money to buy companies, hoping to pay off the debt by using the company’s earnings and to profit richly by the later resale of the companies or their divisions.

(A) by using the company’s earnings and to profit

(B) by using the companies’ earnings and by profiting

(C) using the companies’ earnings and profiting

(D) with the company’s earnings, profiting

(E) with the companies’ earnings and to profit

Explanation: The end part of sentence says “the companies or their divisions”. So we should be using plural “Companies” and not singular “Companies”, which means A, & D are out.

Investor is hoping to pay off and to profit (Parallel structure), which is the case with E. In B, and D accidental use of “profiting” shows as if it is parallel to “hoping”, which is logically incorrect. So I will go with E.
3) Legislation in the Canadian province of Ontario requires of both public and private employers that pay be the same for jobs historically held by women as for jobs requiring comparable skill that are usually held by men.

(A) that pay be the same for jobs historically held by women as for jobs requiring comparable skill that are

(B) that pay for jobs historically held by women should be the same as for a job requiring comparable skills

(C) to pay the same in jobs historically held by women as in jobs of comparable skill that are

(D) to pay the same regardless of whether a job was historically held by women or is one demanding comparable skills

(E) to pay as much for jobs historically held by women as for a job demanding comparable skills

Explanation: This sentence is in “Subjective” mood. It is must in subjective mood to have word “that”. So C, D, & E are out. In B plural “jobs historically held by women” is compared with a singular “job”, which is incorrect. So I will go with A.

4) In order to evenly and effectively paint a rough surface, it is necessary to sand it and apply primer before applying the paint.

(A) it and apply primer before applying the paint

(B) it and prime it and paint it

(C) it, then prime it, then paint it

(D) the surface and apply primer before you apply paint to the surface

(E) the surface, apply primer to the surface and then paint it

Explanation: This sentence is starting with “In order to evenly and effectively paint a rough surface” logically meaning “Before painting a surface”, so all the option having “paint it” in the end have illogical meaning. That means B, C, and E are out. In D, “you” have no reference, so it is incorrect. Moreover “it” in original sentence is clearly referring to surface, so no need to repeat it. So I will go with A.
5) A decade after initiating the nation’s most comprehensive and aggressive antismoking program, per capita consumption of cigarettes in California declined from over 125 packs annually per person to about 60, a drop more than twice as great as in the nation as a whole.

(A) per capita consumption of cigarettes in California declined from over 125 packs annually per person to about 60, a drop more than twice as great as

(B) annual per capita consumption of cigarettes in California declined from over 125 packs to about 60, more than twice as great as that

(C) California’s annual per capita consumption of cigarettes declined from over 125 packs per person to about 60, more than twice as great as the drop

(D) California has seen per capita consumption of cigarettes decline from over 125 packs annually to about 60, a drop more than twice as great as that

(E) California has seen annual per capita consumption of cigarettes decline from over 125 packs per person to about 60, more than twice as great as that

Explanation: We have a modifying phrase in the starting, so this phrase should directly modify the subject/object it is intended for. Who initiated the program? Of course “California”. So phrase should be followed directly by “Californaia” that leaves out A, B, and C. Between D, and E, there is point of confusion but I will go for D. E is using “per capita” and then also saying “per person” which is redundancy.
In case of D use of “decline” and “a drop” may also seem like redundancy however “a drop” is kind of optional thing it can be omitted but having it makes not hurting the sentence as much. From GMAT point of view it is the best one. So I will go with D.

6) According to scientists at the University of California, the pattern of changes that have occurred in human DNA over the millennia indicate the possibility that everyone alive today might be descended from a single female ancestor who lived in Africa sometime between 140,000 and 280,000 years ago.

(A) indicate the possibility that everyone alive today might be descended from a single female ancestor who

(B) indicate that everyone alive today might possibly be a descendant of a single female ancestor who had

(C) may indicate that everyone alive today has descended from a single female ancestor who had

(D) indicates that everyone alive today may be a descendant of a single female ancestor who

(E) indicates that everyone alive today might be a descendant from a single female ancestor who

Explanation: Subject “The Pattern” is singular, so verb should also be singular, in this case “indicates”. So A, B, and C are gone. Between D, and E. Think of example, you say “I am descendant of XYZ and not that I am descendent from XYZ). So D makes sense. DO NOT confuse “descended from” with “descendant of”.
7) A higher interest rate is only one of the factors, albeit an important one, that keeps the housing market from spiraling out of control, like it did earlier in the decade.
(A) that keeps the housing market from spiraling out of control, like it did earlier in the decade.

(B) that keep the housing market from spiraling out of control, as it did earlier in the decade

(C) that keeps the housing market from spiraling out of control, as it did earlier in the decade

(D) that keep the housing market from spiraling out of control, like earlier in the decade

(E) that keep the housing market from spiraling out of control, like it did earlier in the decade

Explanation: “Like” is followed by noun. Phrases use “as”, so in this case we should say “as it did earlier in the decade”. That eliminates A, D, and E. “that” refers to phrase just before it, so in this case it is referring to “one of the factors”, don’t mistake it that “that” is referring to “a higher interest rates”. Since we have a plural reference, so verb should also be plural “keep” and not “keeps”. I will go with B.
8) As the etched lines on computer memory chips have become thinner and the chips’ circuits more complex, both the power of the chips and the electronic devices they drive have vastly increased.

(A) the chips’ circuits more complex, both the power of the chips and the electronic devices they drive have

(B) the chips’ circuits more complex, the power of both the chips and the electronic devices they drive has

(C) the chips’ circuits are more complex, both the power of the chips and the electronic devices they drive has

(D) their circuits are more complex, the power of both the chips and the electronic devices they drive have

(E) their circuits more complex, both the power of the chips and the electronic devices they drive have

Explanation: The original sentence means that Because of computer memory advances “the power of chips” and “the electronic devices” have increased. Sounds illogical is not it, so we should say Because of computer memory advances power of “the chips” and “the electronic devices” has increased. We have only two option “B, and D that uses “power” before both. Moreover “the power” agrees with “has” (not “have as in A, D, and E). So answer is B.

9) In the 1980’s the rate of increase of the minority population of the United States was nearly twice as fast as the 1970’s.

(A) twice as fast as

(B) twice as fast as it was in

(C) twice what it was in

(D) two times faster than that of

(E) two times greater than

Explanation: The original sentence illogically compares “the rate of increase in 1980s” with the “1970’s”. We require a preposition such as “of, “in” to make the proper link. So A, and E are out. “Twice” is preferable over “two times”, so D is out (Remember GMAT prefers conciseness so when you can use one word then why to use two). Between B, and C. Both are grammatically correct, so go with the short one. I choose C.
10) According to Henry David Thoreau, the reason a majority is allowed to rule is not that it is more likely to be right, but because it is stronger.

(A) the reason a majority is allowed to rule is not that it is more likely to be right, but because it is stronger

(B) a majority is allowed to rule not because it is more likely to be right, but because it is stronger

(C) the reason for majority rule is not because they are more likely to be right, they are stronger

(D) the majority is allowed to rule because of its strength, not because it is more likely to be right

(E) the reason why the majority rules is that it is strong, not because it is likely to be right

Explanation: Two contrasting ideas should be kept in parallel form. So “not that” should be paralleled by “but that”, similarly “not because” by “but because”. All other choices except B break this parallelism. 
A “not that” not parallel to “but because”.

C altogether omits “but because” thereby creates a sentence fragment.

D incorrectly uses “because” twice. Moreover it omits “of” after second “because”.

E incorrectly uses “that” instead of “because”.

11) Some patients who do not respond therapies of depression may simply have received inadequate treatment, having, for example been prescribed a drug as a dosage too low to be effective or having been taken off a drug too soon.

(A) having, for example been prescribed a drug as a dosage too low to be effective or having been

(B) having, for example, a drug prescription that was ineffective because the dosage was too low, or being

(C) as, for example, having too low of a dosage of prescribed drug for it to be effective, or being

(D) when they have, for example, been prescribed too low a drug dosage for it to be effective, or were

(E) for example, when they have a drug prescription with a dosage too low to be effective, or been

Explanation: Again the logic here is of parallelism. Ideas of “prescribing a drug” and “taken off a drug” should be in parallel. Which is correctly expressed in original sentence. Problem with other options are as following:
B “having been prescribed” does not parallels “being taken off”.

C “as having too low” does not parallels “being taken off”.

D “when they have been prescribed” does not parallels “were taken off”.

E “have a drug prescription” does not parallels “been taken off”.

12) A catfish passes on to its offspring not only a particular genetic makeup and also definite environmental needs, such as for one specific lake’s temperature and salinity.

(A) and also definite environmental needs, such as for one specific lake’s temperature

(B) and also definite environmental needs, like the temperature of one specific lake

(C) but also definite environmental needs, such as for the temperature of one specific lake

(D) but also definite environmental needs, like one specific lake’s temperature

(E) but also definite environmental needs, such as for one specific lake’s temperature

Explanation: “not only” should be followed by “but also”, this eliminates A, and B. “Like” is used to equate/compare nouns and not to present example. Examples should be presented using “Such As”. So D is out and we are left with C, and E. Part Since there is two things that are following such as so both of them should be in parallel. “salinity” which is not underlined is a noun and is the only word after and I mean no verb etc is there, so we should have only a noun in first part as well without any verb etc. “one specific lake’s temperature” is clearly such word and not “temperature of one specific lake”. So E is the answer.
13) A discussion of our nations foreign policy must begin with the fact of there being an independent Western Europe which now thinks of itself in trans-nationalist terms.

(A) A discussion of our nations foreign policy must begin with the fact of there being

(B) Beginning any discussion of our nations foreign policy must be the fact of there being

(C) Any discussion of our nations foreign policy must begin with the fact that there is

(D) Any discussion of our nations foreign policy must begin by acknowledging the existence of

(E) To begin discussing our nations foreign policy thee must be an acknowledgment of the fact that
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Explanation: “The Fact that” or “The Fact of there being” are not considered correct in English. So D is the only one remaining. It may not be the perfect one but it is the best one among choices.
14) Biologists believe that they have found one of the substances that tell individual genes both when to become active and when to remain quiescent in the earliest phases of an embryo’s development.

(A) tell individual genes both when to become active and when to remain

(B) tell individual genes both at which time they should become active and should remain

(C) tells individual genes both when to become active and when to remain

(D) tells individual genes both when to activate and when to

(E) tell an individual gene both about when it should become active and when it should remain

Explanation: Remember from earlier question (#7), that refers to subject/object immediately before it. So here “that” is referring to “substances”, which is plural. So we should have a plural verb “tell” and not singular verb “tells”. This eliminates C, and D. Part of sentence following both will obviously have two items and for the sake of parallelism both items should be expressed parallely. Only original sentence A has that parallel form and B, and D both violates this. So I will go with A.

15) Schliemann determined at the age of seven to find the site of ancient Troy and devoted his subsequent career to do it.

(A) devoted his subsequent career to do it

(B) has devoted his subsequent career to do that

(C) devoted his subsequent career to such an end

(D) has devoted his subsequent career for that

(E) devoted his subsequent career to that end

Explanation: “determined” is paralleled by “devoted” and not by “has devoted”. Moreover “has devoted” implies that action is still going on, so B and D are out. “To Do It” is not the correct idiom (which is “to do so”). So A is out. “To such an end” is wordy as well as awkward, so C is out. The answer is E.
16) Until quite recently, American economists have assumed that the unemployment rate being four per cent, there is a rough balance among jobs and job seekers.

(A) the unemployment rate being four per cent, there is a rough balance among jobs and job seekers

(B) should the unemployment rate be four per cent, there is a rough balance among jobs and job seekers

(C) were the unemployment rate four per cent, there is a rough balance between jobs and job seekers

(D) if the unemployment rate is four per cent, there is a rough balance between jobs and job seekers

(E) there is a rough balance among jobs and job seekers when there is an unemployment rate that is four per cent
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Explanation: There is only two things “Jobs” and “Job Seekers” so we should use between and not among. That eliminates A, B, and E. Option C got a verb tense problem, so Answer is D. 

17) One of Ronald Reagan’s first acts as President was to rescind President Carter’s directive that any chemical banned on medical grounds in the United States be prohibited from sale to other countries.

(A) that any chemical banned on medical grounds in the United States be prohibited from sale to other countries

(B) that any chemical be prohibited from sale to other countries that was banned on medical grounds in the United States

(C) prohibiting the sale to other countries of any chemical banned on medical grounds in the United States

(D) prohibiting that any chemical banned on medical grounds in the United States is sold to other countries

(E) that any chemical banned in the United States on medical grounds is prohibited from being sold to other countries
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Explanation: “that” immediately refers to noun just before it, in this case it is “directive”. All the phrases start with “that any chemical”, this is not the directive’s motive. The “directive” prohibited something. So directive should be followed by “prohibiting”. That eliminates A, B, and E. Option D has wrong use of “that”, and creates a sentence fragment, so incorrect. Correct answer is C.
18) Due to the fact that Jordan wrecked Bono’s station wagon during a road trip last summer, she has not been and probably never would be allowed to drive her father’s car.

(A) has not been and probably never would be allowed to drive

(B) has not been allowed to drive and probably never will be allowed to drive

(C) has not and probably never would be allowed to drive

(D) has not and probably will never be allowed to drive

(E) has not and probably never will be allowed to drive

Explanation: “been” is missing in C, D, and E. “been” is required to keep it parallel with second part where “will be” is used. “has not been” parallels with “will be”. Moreover “will” look at Future and “would” look at Conditionals. So B is preferable over A.
19) Scientists have recently discovered what could be the largest and oldest living organism on Earth, a giant fungus that is an interwoven filigree of mushrooms and rootlike tentacles spawned by a single fertilized spore some 10,300 years ago and extending for more than 33 acres in the soil of a Michigan forest.

(A) extending

(B) extends

(C) extended

(D) it extended

(E) is extending
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Explanation: It is living organism still existing, so “extended” cannot be used, option C, and D are out. Fungus…Spawned and extending (spawning happened 10300 years ago so in past tense, but it is still living organism so it is extending and not extends). Some thing extends from X to Y but if process is still going on then some thing is extending from X to Y. As for unnecessary “is” in E breaks the parallel structure. This question is from OG10, and here is its official explanation.
Choice A, the best answer, preserves grammatical parallelism while allowing for logical expression of temporal relationships; A employs the parallel participial phrases spawned... and extending ... to modify filigree. Other choices present different grammatical constructions that are not participial modifiers and thus not parallel to spawned: extends in B is a present-tense verb; it extended in D begins a new clause; and is extending in E ungrammatically introduces a new predicate. In C, extended is nonparallel if it is assumed to be a past tense 195 verb form; if it is assumed to be a past participle, it illogically states, as does D, that the filigree extended only in the past.

20) Neanderthals had a vocal tract that resembled those of the apes and so were probably without language, a shortcoming that may explain why they were supplanted by our own species.

(A) Neanderthals had a vocal tract that resembled those of the apes

(B) Neanderthals had a vocal tract resembling an ape’s

(C) The vocal tracts of Neanderthals resembled an ape’s

(D) The Neanderthal’s vocal tracts resembled the apes’

(E) The vocal tracts of the Neanderthals resembled those of the apes
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were…” implies that preceding lines outline a subject, which in our case is “Neanderthals”. Only A, and B implies such usage and so rest are out. In A singular “a vocal tract” is wrongly compared with plural “those”. So A is out as well. B rightly compares “a vocal tract” with “an ape’s”.
21) Among lower- paid workers, union members are less likely than non union members to be enrolled in lower- end insurance plans imposing stricter limits on medical services and requiring doctors to see more patients, and spend less time with each.

(A) imposing stricter limits on medical services and requiring doctors to see more patients, and spend

(B) imposing stricter limits on medical services , requiring doctors to see more patients, and spending

(C) that impose stricter limits on medical services, require doctors to see more patients, and spend

(D) that impose stricter limits on medical services and require doctors to see more patients, and spending

(E) that impose stricter limits on medical services, requiring doctors to see more patients and spending

Explanation: Use of “that” is necessary because insurance plans are not animate things which can impose on their own, so use of “insurance plans imposing” is illogical. That eliminates A, and B. Among C, D, and E, D is best. Insurance plans have two verbs “impose stricter limits” and “require doctors to see more”. These two should be properly joined by “and” and they both has to be parallel (using same verb form, tense etc.) and D does this job correctly.  Moreover it is Doctor who is spending less time with patients and not the insurance plans’ spending.
22) Most recovering heroin addicts seek to be free of drug dependency and others’ prejudicial treatment as well.
(A) of drug dependency and others’ prejudicial treatment as well.

(B) both of drug dependency and also of prejudicial treatment.

(C) both of drug dependency and also from prejudicial treatment.

(D) both of drug dependency but also from prejudicial treatment.

(E) both of drug dependency and of prejudicial treatment as well.

Explanation: Correct idioms are “both of X and of Y” or “not only…but also”[image: image6.png]




. B, C, and D violates these idioms are hence incorrect. In A there is no referent of others’, so it is incorrect. E also suspiciously have a “as well” at the end which is not essential but having it there is not harming the sentence in any way. Moreover correct idiom is used in this option and “of drug dependency” and “of prejudicial treatment” are parallel.
23) Added to the increase in hourly wages requested last July, the railroad employees are now seeking an expanded program of retirement benefits.
(A) Added to the increase in hourly wages requested last July, the railroad employees are now seeking an expanded program of retirement benefits.

(B) Added to the increase in hourly wages which had been requested last July, the employees of the railroad are now seeking an expanded program of retirement benefits.

(C) The railroad employees are now seeking an expanded program of retirement benefits added to the increase in hourly wages that were requested last July.

(D) In addition to the increase in hourly wages that were requested last July, the railroad employees are now seeking an expanded program of retirement benefits.

(E) In addition to the increase in hourly wages requested last July, the employees of the railroad are now seeking an expanded program of retirement benefits.

Explanation: In A as well B “the railroad employees” are incorrectly modified by “Added to the increase…”. As if it seems that the railroad employees were added to increase. Moreover “Added” and “increase” sound redundant. Options C, and D have pronoun problem. Singular “the increase” is using plural “were”. So the only choice remaining is E. It is also using correct form In addition To X, Y. Where X, and Y has to be logically parallel. As increase was requested last year so simple past tense is used for it and expanded program is happening now a continuing action which is not yet complete so present progressive form.

24) Aho, a Kiowa matriarch, held festivals in her home, they featured the preparation of great quantities of ceremonial food, the wearing of many layers of colorful clothing adorned with silver, and the recounting of traditional tribal jokes and stories.

(A) Aho, a Kiowa matriarch, held festivals in her home, they featured

(B) Festivals were held in Aho, a Kiowa matriarch’s home, which featured

(C) Aho, who was a Kiowa matriarch in her home, held festivals featuring

(D) In her home, Aho, a Kiowa matriarch, held festivals that featured

(E) Aho, a Kiowa matriarch, held festivals in her home that featured

Explanation: In A “they” have no clear referent. B implies as if festivals were held inside Aho which is quite weird. It also implies Aho is a home. C implies Aho is a Kiowa matriarch ONLY in her home and outside home she is something else, which is again weird. In E “that” is referring home, so home featured “the preparation of great quantities of ceremonial food, the wearing of many layers of colorful clothing adorned with silver, and the recounting of traditional tribal jokes and stories”, which is wrong again. D has all the modifiers at correct places. It is also clear that festival featured “the preparation of great quantities of ceremonial food, the wearing of many layers of colorful clothing adorned with silver, and the recounting of traditional tribal jokes and stories”. 
25) According to the enrollment statistics published by U.S. medical schools, the number of female medical students is equivalent to the number of male medical students currently enrolled in medical school.

(A) the number of female medical students is equivalent to the number of male medical students currently enrolled in medical school

(B) as many female as male students are currently enrolled in medical school

(C) the number of female students is as many as that of male students currently enrolled in medical school

(D) as great as the number of female is the number of male students currently enrolled in medical school

(E) female and male students are currently enrolled in equal numbers in medical school
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Explanation: “As great as” is not a correct idiom so D is out. “As many as that” is incorrect, so C is out. A, B, and E are all grammatically correct sentences, so as in GMAT conciseness is rewarded so I will go with B. [image: image8.png]




