CRITICAL REASONING NOTES:

(Source: Powerprep, GMAT CR Bible)

TEN CR QUESTION TYPES:

1.Must be True/Most Supported: Asks you to identify the answer choice that is best proven by the information in the stimulus(find conclusion). Stimulus usually does not contain a conclusion.

2. Main Point: Variant of Must be True questions. Asks you to find the primary conclusion made by the author.

3. Assumption: Identify the assumption of the author's argument.

4. Strengthen/Support: Asks you to select the answer choice that provides support for the author's argument or strengthens it in some way.

5. Resolve the Paradox:Every resolve the paradox stimulus contains a discrepency or seeming contradiction. Find the answer choice that best resolves the situation

6. Weaken: Attack or undermine the authors argument

7. Method of Reasoning: Asks you to describe in abstract terms the way in which the author makes his argument.

8. Flaw in the Reasoning: Describe in abstract terms the error of reasoning committed by the author.

9. Parallel Reasoning: Identify the answer choice that contains reasoning most similar in structure to the reasoning presented in the stimulus.

10. Evaluate the Argument:Identify which answer choice allows you to determine the logical validity of the argument.

Family#1 Prove

· Must be True

· Main Point

· Method of Reasoning

· Flaw in the Reasoning

· Parallel Reasoning

STIMULUS: Accepted as is, used to prove one of the answer choices must be true.


ANSWER CHOICES: Under Suspicion

Family #2 Help

· Assumption

· Strengthen/Support

· Resolve the Paradox

STIMULUS: Under suspicion.


ANSWER CHOICES: Accept as given, and use to prove conclusion, usually contains new information.

FAMILY#3 HURT

STIMULUS: Suspect



ANSWER CHOICES: Accept as true and use to attack the argument, usually weakening the conclusion.

· Weaken

Question Approach:

1. Determine if the stimulus contains an argument or a set of factual statements.

2. If the stimulus contains an argument identify the conclusion.

3. If the stimulus contains an argument determine if the argument is strong or weak.

4. Read closely, do not generalize.

5. Carefully read and identify the question stem, do not assume that certain word are associated with certain question types

6. Prephrase: Mentally formulate an answer

7. Always read all answer choices

8. Seperate the answer choices into winners and losers, review winners and choose the correct answer.

9. If all answers appear to be losers, return to the stimulus and re-evaluate the argument.

1. MUST BE TRUE

· Must pass the fact test.

· Stimulus does not contain a conclusion.

· Correct answer can always be proven by referring to the facts stated in the stimulus.

Correct Answer Types:

1. Paraphrased answers that restate a portion of the stimulus in different terms.

2. Combination answers- combines two or more statements in the stimulus.

Incorrect Answer Types:

1. Could be True answers-can possibly occur but not necessarily true.

2. Exaggerated answers that stretch the information given in the stimulus.

3. New information.

4. Shell Game:When an idea or concept is raised in the stimulus, and then a very similar idea appears in the answer choice but is changed just enough to be incorrect while remaining attractive.(Usually confused with paraphrase answers so BEWARE.)

5. Opposite Answers

6. Reverse Answers: Contains familiar elements from the stimulus, but rearranges elements to create a new unsupported statement.

2. Main Point: Conclusion of the argument. The correct answer choice must not only be true according to the stimulus, it must also summarize the author's main point.

3. Weaken: Select an answer choice that most undermines the author's argument.

1. The stimulus WILL contain an argument

2. Focus on the conclusion

3. Information in the stimulus is suspect.Often errors in reasoning.

4. Weaken questions yield strong paraphrases, you should have an answer in mind.

5. Answer choices are accepted as given.

Correct answer choice often shows that the conclusion does not necessarily follow from the premises even if the premises are true.

Weaken stimuli will often contain:

· Incomplete Information

· Improper Comparison

· Qualified Conclusion

Incorrect Answer Choices:

1. Opposite Answers

2. Shell Game Answers

3. Out of Scope Answers

4. Causal Reasoning: Cause--->Effect

· Conclusions are flawed because there can be an alternate explanation for the stated relationship.

· Causal statement in conclusion: Reasoning is flawed

· Causal statement in premise: Argument is flawed.

· Two scenarios that tend to lead to causal conclusions:

1. One event occurs before another.

2. Two or more events occur at the same time.

· Weaken + Causal:

· Find an alternate cause for the stated effect

· Show that even when the cause occurs the effect does not occur.

· Show that although the effect occurs the cause did not occur

· Show that the stated relationship is actually reversed.  E----->C

· Show a statistical problem exists with the data used to make the causal statement.

5. Strengthen:Asks you to identify the answer choice that best supports the argument.

1. Identify the conclusions

2. Personalize the argument.

3.Identify weaknesses or holes in the argument

·  Incorrect Answer Types:

· Opposite Answers

· Shell Game Answers

· Out of Scope Answers

· Strengthen + Causal

· Eliminate any alternate causes for the stated effect

· Show that when the cause occurs, the effect occurs

· Show that when the cause does not occur, the effect does not occur

· Eliminate the possibility that the stated relationship is reversed. E---->x C

· Show that the data used to make the causal statement is accurate, or eliminate possible problems with data.

6. Assumption: An unstated premise of the argument; an integral component of the argument that the author takes for granted and leaves unsaid.

· Supporter Assumption: Link together new or rogue elements in the stimulus or fill logical gaps in the argument.

· Defender Assumption: Contains statements that eliminate ideas or assertions that would undermine the conclusion.

            Assumption Negation technique(to eliminate between winning answer choices):

· Logically negate the answer choices under consideration.

· The negated answer choice that attacks the argument will be correct.

Negating a statement consists of creating the logical opposite of the statement.

Eg. Usually negate a statement by including 'not'.

Correct Answer Choices, similar to strengthen:

· Eliminate alternate cause for the stated effect

· Show that when the cause occurs, the effect occurs

· Show that when the cause does not occur, the effect does not occur

· Eliminate the possibility that the stated relationship is reversed. E---->x C

· Show that the data used to make the causal statement is accurate, or eliminate possible problems with data.

7. Evaluate the Argument:Consider the question, statistic or piece of information that would best help determine the logical validity of the argument presented in the stimulus.

· Combination of Second and Third Family questions

· Information in stimulus is suspect

· Answer choices are accepted as given

· Variance Test-Supply two opposite responses to the question posed in the answer choice and analyze how the varying responses affect the conclusion.

· If different responses produce different effects on the conclusion then the answer is correct.(Apply only to winning answer choices to confirm selection)

     7. Numbers & Percentages:

· When percentage only is given in the stimulus, eliminate answes that consist of numbers.

· When numerical information is given in the stimulus, avoid answers that contain percentages

· If the stimulus consists of both numbers & percentages, any answer choice that contains numbers, percentages of both MAY be right.

                 8. Parallel Reasoning:

· Match the method of reasoning

· Match the conclusion

· Match the Premises

· Match the validity of the argument.

· Summarize 'action' in the argument, take the abstraction and compare it to each argument.If it matches the generalized version of the stimulus, it is the correct answer.

Do not need to:

· Match the topic of the stimulus

· The order of presentation of the premises and conclusion in the stimulus.

