Faulty Expressions



Email me
There are a million words in the English Language with millions of expressions made from these words. It is an absurd quirk of human existence that the most common usage of English repeated by almost everyone are the few expressions that are faulty and, even fewer, expressions that are profane.

Reasons the English Language Is difficult to Learn:

1) The bandage was wound around the wound.
2) The farm was used to produce produce.
3) The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.
4) We must polish the Polish furniture.
5) He could lead if he would get the lead out.
6) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the desert.
7) Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time to present the present.
8) A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum.
9) When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.
10) I did not object to the object.
11) The insurance was invalid for the invalid.
12) There was a row among the oarsmen about how to row.
13) They were too close to the door to close it.
14) The buck does funny things when the does are present.
15) A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line.
16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.
17) The wind was too strong to wind the sail.
18) After a number of injections my jaw got number.
19) Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a tear.
20) I had to subject the subject to a series of tests.
21) How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend? 

Never do the following.

  1. Verbs HAS to agree with their subjects.

  2. Prepositions are not words to end sentences with.

  3. And don't start a sentence with a conjunction.

  4. It is wrong to ever split an infinitive.

  5. Avoid cliches like the plague. (They're old hat)

  6. Also, always avoid annoying alliteration.

  7. Be more or less specific.

  8. Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are (usually) unnecessary.

  9. Also too, never, ever use repetitive redundancies. 

 10. No sentence fragments. 

 11. Contractions aren't necessary and shouldn't be used.

 12. Foreign words and phrases are not apropos.

 13. Do not be redundant; do not use more words than necessary; it's highly superfluous.

 14. One should NEVER generalize.

 15. Comparisons are as bad as cliches.

 16. Don't use no double negatives.

 17. Eschew ampersands & abbreviations, etc.

 18. One-word sentences? Eliminate.

 19. Analogies in writing are like feathers on a snake.

 20. The passive voice is to be ignored.

 21. Eliminate commas, that are, not necessary. Parenthetical words however should be enclosed in commas.

 22. Never use a big word when a diminutive one would suffice.

 23. Kill all exclamation points!!!

 24. Use words correctly, irregardless of how others use them.

 25. Understatement is always the absolute best way to put forth earth shaking ideas.

 26. Use the apostrophe in it's proper place and omit it when its not needed.

 27. Eliminate quotations. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, "I hate quotations.  Tell me what you know."

 28. If you've heard it once, you've heard it a thousand times: Resist hyperbole; not one writer in a million can use it correctly.

 29. Puns are for children, not groan readers.

 30. Go around the barn at high noon to avoid colloquialisms.

 31. Even IF a mixed metaphor sings, it should be derailed.

 32. Who needs rhetorical questions?

 33. Exaggeration is a billion times worse than understatement.

 And finally...

 34. Proofread carefully to see if you out any words



OXY MORONISMS
This one should never be used (especially by Meteorologists)
"Once Again"
Things may happen once or things may happen again but not both because one contradicts the other.
This faulty expression is a contraction from an Old English expression "Once and Again" which may be correct but is no longer used in its proper form or figure of speech. It is an Americanization of the Old English to ignorantly replace the correct usage.
The correct usage would be:
The rain has returned once more - not - It's raining once again.

Meterologist (and other people on and not on television) often use multiple prepositions in a row and often oxy moronic combinations of them for instance in the following example things can be off or on not both: The Front will move on off to the East. Not only is this wrong it is twice errant (three prepositions in a row). It should correctly read: The Front moved to the East (of our city) or Eastward.

Do not use or say the common oxy moron used by journalists: The money turned up missing. Things either turn up, or more properly, they appear or become. Things may be missing, but they may not turn up missing, they may only be missing. Things may appear, not turn up, and things may be missing, but not at the same time. So if the first part of the phrase were to be corrected it would read: The money appeared to be missing. This is still a problem so the correct usage would be: The money may be missing.

When a recent 12,000 page document was delivered, the Pentagon and National News, Media, and Press was quoted as saying that the document was "...filled with gaps and omissions." Since it is not possible to fill anything with gaps and omissions are things that are left out or consciously not included the official statement should have gone something like this; The document did not include admissions which constitute gaps and omissions.

Filled with holes or gaps or omissions
Found Nothing
Positively no Talking
Non-stop flight
Static Crash

These should never be spoken and especially never written
45. Act naturally 
44. Found missing 
43. Resident alien 
42. Advanced BASIC 
41. Genuine imitation 
40. Airline Food 
39. Good grief 
38. Same difference 
37. Almost exactly 
36. Government organization 
35. Sanitary landfill 
34. Alone together 
33. Legally drunk 
32. Silent scream 
31. Living dead 
30. Small crowd 
29. Business ethics 
28. Soft rock 
27. Butt Head 
26. Military Intelligence 
25. Software documentation 
24. New classic 
23. Sweet sorrow 
22. Childproof (Marine Proof)
21. "Now, then ..." 
20. Synthetic natural gas 
19. Passive aggression 
18. Taped live 
17. Clearly misunderstood 
16. Peace force 
15. Extinct Life 
14. Temporary tax increase 
13. Computer jock 
12. Plastic glasses 
11. Terribly pleased 
10. Computer security 
9. Political science 
8. Tight slacks 
7. Definite maybe 
6. Pretty ugly 
5. Twelve-ounce pound cake 
4. Diet ice cream 
3. Working vacation 
2. Exact estimate 
1. Microsoft Works 



EXTRA, INAPPROPRIATE, INADEQUATE, INCOMPLETE, ERRANT, AND SUPERFLUOUS COMBINATIONS OF WORDS IN PHRASES

Words that end in 'ward' do not end in 's' - backward, forward, upward, downward, inward, outward, the extra 's' is a leftover expression from Old English which died 1200 years ago.

Do not say 'I am curious anyways . . .' There is no 's' on the end of anyway. This is a common Southernization.

Only chickens are done (stick in a fork) not people. He is finished - not - he is done. It is finished, not - it is done. This is how it is accomplished (not done).

Only steel is hard, efforts are difficult. He had a difficult (not hard) time learning.

Do not be a 'Got Lot' person. Do you say 'We got lots a great stuff for you.'? First the word 'got' does not belong in a sentence used as it is here, Say 'We have' not 'We got'. It is a common error not to use have and say got. Lazy mouth red necks even drop the contraction We've and say 'We got.' Second the word 'lot' means a piece or a section. Say 'We have much for you.' or 'We have many things for you.' Do not say 'You got the report?', say 'Do you have the report?' Do not be a Got Lot person.

That famous 'Radio Shack' motto - You got Questions, We got Answers - was obviously created by a hide tanner with a second grade education, raised in south Fort Worth. To stress the point of correctness, the Motto should read - 'If you have questions, we have the answers.'

Do not forget to exclude yourself when speaking about being the best. 'No one does it for less.' This mean that you do it for less than yourself? Say 'No one else does it for less.'

We will begin the boarding process. The words 'the process' are extra words and therefore superfluous. We will begin boarding.

Passengers may begin to pre-board. NO! You either board the plane or not. Passengers may begin to board.

Passengers may de-train. If you are getting out of your car do you de-car? No! Passengers may disembark.

Passengers may get on the Plane. NO! Passengers can only get in the Plane, it is too windy riding on the Plane.

This will be a non-stop flight. NO! The flight must eventually stop, hopefully on a runway at an airport.

Remain seated until the Plane comes to a complete Stop. Is this apposed to an incomplete Stop? NO! You either are stopped or not. You may leave your seat only after the Plane stops.

Meterologist often say 'Let's take a look at the visible satellite image.' Is this in contradistinction to the invisible satellite image? The word 'visible' is superfluous. Let's take a look at the satellite image. or Let's take a look at the visible-light satellite image.

Positively no Smoking. OR Positively no Talking OR Positively no Standing. This is a common mistake made in the Southern US. I have actually seen this faulty expression used on signs in Louisiana State Government Buildings. It is an errant usage of the word Positively. It should say 'Absolutely no Smoking' or better yet 'No Smoking.'

I am trying to quit. NO! You either quit or not. You may Stop and Start, but Quit is final just like death, Death is final. 

The man is attempting to jump off the bridge. NO! The phrase 'attemping to' is errant and superfluous. You either jump or you don't, attempting is not real. The man is daring to jump. I have actually heard a Police dispatcher say this to Officers responding to someone attempting suicide.

In order to accomplish this... NO! 'In order' is superfluous, you just accomplish. To accomplish this...

So as to accomplish this... NO! 'So as' is superfluous, you mearly accomplish. To accomplish this...

This program was Pre-Recorded. NO! The program was recorded. This is why you record something. Does pre-recorded mean you recorded it before you recorded it? NO! This program was recorded.

Once and for all. NO! This is an incomplete phrase. Once and for all time.

It is like you've never seen. NO! This is an incomplete phrase. If you never see something that means never in the past, never in the present and never in the future. Never is never. It is like you've never seen before.


GLOSSARY OF FAULTY EXPRESSIONS

accept,
except

These verbs should not be confused.

The committee decided to accept the gift of ten thousand dollars.
We except (i.e., "exclude") those persons under twelve years of age.

ad.

Informal abbreviation for advertisement.

affect,
effect

As verbs, affect means "to influence" and effect means "to cause." The noun effect means "result."
His speech is sure to affect the vote.
It will have a great effect.
As governor, he will effect certain changes in local practices.

aggravate

This verb means "to make heavier or more severe."
The draught from the open door will aggravate the patient's condition.
Do not use aggravate to mean "annoy" or "irritate," as in "The child aggravates me."


agree to,
agree with

My brother agreed to his employer's proposal.
("gave assent to")
I agreed with her that the hour was a poor one
("was in accord with")

ain't

Incorrect for "am not," "are not," and the like. Do not use it.

all right,
alright

Observe that the dictionaries do not recognize alright as an acceptable word. All right (two words) form a colloquial phrase equivalent to "Correct" or "Very well."

all the farther

The correct idiom is as far as:
This is as far as I am willing to go.
(Not: This is all the farther I am willing to go.)
Similarly for all the quicker and all the faster.

allusion,
illusion

These nouns must not be confused. An allusion is an indirect reference; an illusion is "an unreal or misleading image." (Webster's Collegiate.) His poem is full of allusions to his boyhood friends.
Illusion, delusion, and hallucination are closely allied words.

allusive,
elusive

Allusive is the adjective form of allusion; elusive, derived from the word elude, means "evasive or baffling."
The poet's style is allusive.
The elusive criminal outwits the police.

alone,
only

Do not confuse these words:
I made the trip to camp alone ("unaccompanied").
Of the group of us, only I had the right change for the telephone ("I and no other").

already,
all ready

The adverb already means "prior to some specified time."
We were surprised to find the boy already there when we arrived.
All ready (two words) form a phrase meaning "completely prepared."
They were all ready, apparently, for the work to begin.

alternative

Careful writers and speakers preserve the literal meaning: "a choice between two things or courses."
He was tempted by the second alternative.
Informally, alternative is often used when more than two possibilities are concerned.

altogether,
all together

Altogether is an adverb meaning "wholly" or "thoroughly" and must not be confused with the phrase all together (two words) meaning "simultaneously" or "all at once."
The customers were altogether dissatisfied.
They were all together in the waiting-room by nine o'clock.

among,
between

Among refers to more than two; between refers to two:
Between you and me, I think this is one of the finest novels produced this year.
Let us divide the toys among the eight children.
Informally, between may refer to more than two:
We divided it between Jim, Henry, and Frank.

and etc.

Omit the and. Etc. is an abbreviation for et cetera ("and the rest").

anent

Anent is a pompous word for concerning.
I spoke to him concerning (not anent) his unusual views.

angry about,
with,
at

We are angry about occasions or situations; we are angry with people; we are angry at things or animals:
Father was angry about the increased taxes.
He was angry with Mr. Williams for supporting the new mayor.
He showed his dissatisfaction by becoming angry at the car for stalling.

any

This word is sometimes misused in the sense of at all or of any other:
She says she has not slept at all (not any) for three nights.
New York is larger than any other (not any) city in this country.
I like New York better than any European city. (Any is correctly used for two classes are involved.)

any place

See place.

apt,
liable,
likely

Liable and apt are sometimes improperly used for likely. Something is "apt" if it is "suited for, appropriate to" something else, or a person is "apt" if he has a tendency to do something or is ready to learn. Liable means "answerable for" and often suggests an undesirable possibility. Likely means "probably."
They are not apt students.
He is liable to arrest.
It will very likely rain tomorrow.

around

Do not confuse around with about:
Philip went about (not around) with older men.

as

Do not use as when that or whether is required:
They didn't know whether (not as) they could be there.
Do not use as instead of for or because:
We were uneasy, for (not as) it was our first visit.
Because (not as) we were uneasy, we said nothing to the man,
In negative comparisons use the correlatives so . . . as rather than as . . . as:
He is not so young as he was.
For prepositional misuse see like.

at about

Do not substitute at about for about:
The party will begin about (not at about) four.

awful,
awfully

These words are overworked:
His disappointment was intense (not awful).
We had an exceedingly (not awfully) enjoyable round of golf.

balance

Do not confuse balance and expressions such as "the rest" or "the others."
Twenty students were present; the others (not the balance) were ill.
The rest (not balance) of the day we shall spend in the garden.

being as,
being that

These are improper expressions intended to mean since or because:
Because (not Being as) he was only fifteen, he could not enlist.

beside,
besides

Do not confuse these words. Beside is a preposition:
I stood beside a tall man ("by the side of").
Besides, an adverb or preposition, means "in addition to, moreover, or except."
Besides understanding French, he speaks and writes Italian and Spanish.

blame it on

Use blame or blame (someone) for.
CORRECT: We blamed him for the failure of our plan.
INCORRECT: We blamed the failure on him.
INCORRECT: Blame for the failure was laid on him.

brainy

This is slang for intelligent.
My father is an expert (not brainy) accountant.

bunch

Do not use bunch as a loose synonym for set, clique, group of people, or crowd.

business

Incorrect synonym for right:
He thought they had no right (not business) to interfere.

bust,
busted

Incorrect equivalents of burst.

but,
but what,
but that

But often has negative force:
They had no doubt that (not but that) he could make it.

calculate

A colloquialism in the sense "to think" or "to expect" to "to plan":
I think (not calculate) that it should be ready by Friday.

can,
may

Can implies ability to do something; may implies permission granted or possibility:
He may do it if all goes well; I know that he can do it.

cannot help but

This expression should be followed by the participle:
I cannot help feeling (not but feel) sorry for them.
Can but feel is somewhat formal:
I can but feel unhappy about it.

center about,
center around

Prefer the expressions center on or center upon.

certainly

Do not overwork certainly as an intensive:
He looked most unhappy. (Not "He certainly looked unhappy.")

claim

Claim means "demand as one's own or as a right." Do not use it as a loose synonym for say, assert, or maintain:
He maintains (not claims) that he was at home all evening.

combine

Combine is a verb, not a noun. Most dictionaries label as colloquial the noun combine meaning "combination of persons or organizations."

common,
mutual

Mutual means "reciprocal." Common means "belonging to many or to all."

company

Company is an informal or colloquial expression for visitors or guests.

compare to,
compare with

Compare to suggests that two things may be comparable; compare with suggests a detailed comparison in which resemblances or lack of resemblances are pointed out.
The author compares life to a journey. Compare Albert's story of what happened with Esther's.

complected

Do not use complected to mean complexioned:
A dark-complexioned (not dark-complected) woman left the house.

considerable

This adjective must not be used as an adverb:
She was considerably (not considerable) upset at the news.
Do not use considerable to mean "much":
Much (not considerable) time was spent making plans.

contrary

Contrary means "opposite."
I was of the contrary opinion.
Do not use it to mean "obstinate" or "perverse."
Tommy is a vexatious (not contrary) boy.

could of

This is incorrect for could have. Similar expressions, also to be avoided, are would of, might of, had of:
He could have (not could of) been here on time if he had (not had of) started earlier.

couple

Do not use couple for more than two, or for some indefinite number:
Some (not A couple) of my friends are in the army.
CORRECT: We know a married couple in Scarsdale.

data,
phenomena,
strata

These words are plurals of datum, phenomenon, and stratum:
RIGHT: His data for the paper are correct.
RIGHT: The strata in this cliff are being investigated by geologists.

date

This is a colloquialism used to mean appointment, casual meeting, or engagement.
I have an appointment (not a date) with the dentist at ten.

deal

This noun is a slang word for business or political transaction or bargain. New deal is a figurative use borrowed from card-playing. Such well-known expressions as "a good deal" or "a great deal" are sometimes acceptable:
RIGHT: Mary talks a great deal.
INADVISABLE: She is a good deal like her mother.

die with

If we are stating the cause of death, we must use die of, die by, die from, or die through:
James died of (not died with) pneumonia.

differ with,
differ from
not different than
Than is not a preposition 
To express unlikeness, use differ from; to express disagreement, use differ with:
American English differs from the British English.
We differ with them on several points.

different than

The correct idiom is different from:
Middletown was different from (not different than) other small villages in a number of ways.

doesn't,
don't

The contracted form of does not is doesn't:
He doesn't (not don't) like golf.

doubt

Uncertainty is expressed by doubt whether . . . or:
I doubt whether she will be on time or not.
Strong negative probability is expressed by doubt that:
I doubt very much that she will come.

dove

The past participle of the verb dive is dived:
My young brother dived (not dove) from the highest diving-board.

due to,
owing to,
caused by

These expressions must follow some form of the verb to be. For a preposition which has the meaning of these expressions, use either because of or on account of.
Because of (not Due to) conditions beyond our control we must interrupt the broadcast.

each other,
one another

Each other implies two persons; one another implies more than two:
My brother and sister get along with each other fairly well.
My two brothers and my cousin are always quarreling with one another.

emigrate,
immigrate

These words, and the corresponding nouns emigrant and immigrant must be carefully distinguished. To emigrate means "to go out from"; to immigrate means "to go into."

etc.

This is an abbreviation of the Latin et cetera. Do not use a needless and, as in the faulty expression and etc. (See also)

equally as good

Improper for equally good:
The speeches were equally good (not equally as good)

except

Do not use except as a conjunction to mean "unless."
I won't go unless (not except) you will, too.

expect

Do not use expect as a synonym for suspect or suppose:
I suppose (not expect) he will have a good story to tell us.
Expect means "to look forward to" or "to hope."
I expect to see you tomorrow at the store.

extra

Do not use extra as a synonym for unusually or extremely:
She is looking extremely (not extra) well today.

farther,
further

Farther is a matter of distance or a more remote point or a more advanced point.
Further is a matter of degree or being more distant in degree or being additional or greater in extent.
He hit the ball farther (not further) than ever.
Your money will go further (not farther) at our bank.

fellow

Do not misuse this word. Except in special usages, say one, man, person, boy, or sweetheart:
Sadie has a new sweetheart (not fellow).
I told Mr. Walters about a man (not fellow) I met last summer.

fewer,
less

Fewer refers especially to number; less is used
with words expressing degree or quantity:
There have been fewer (not less) street accidents this year.
We have less coal now than we had last year at this
time.

fix

Fix is not to be used instead of the nouns predicament and condition:
He found himself in a dangerous predicament (not fix).
The verb to fix means "to fasten or attach securely." Do not use it instead of repair, mend, or arrange:
Joe will repair (not fix) the clock. I'll arrange (not fix) things for you.

former,
latter

Use former and latter in reference to two per sons or things; as a general rule, use first and last for more than two.
The latter half of his talk was amusing.
The first to arrive was William. George came in five minutes later, and Bill was the last to get there.

funny

Funny means "comical." Do not use it as a loose synonym for queer, odd, strange, remarkable, or unusual:
Hearing about automobile accidents always has an odd (not funny) effect on me.

good,
well

Do not use the adjective good when the adverb well is required:
Sam speaks French very well (not good).
Well can also be an adjective:
Mother is well, thank you.

got,
gotten

The principal parts of get are get, got, got. Gotten is no longer acceptable as a past participle, although the expression ill-gotten is still heard.
Have they got (not gotten) around to doing it yet?
American usage regards "have got" as colloquial: Have you any news for me?
(NOT: Have you got any news for me?)

guess

The verb guess means "to conjecture." Do not use it to mean "think" or "suppose."
I think (not guess) it will run all right now.

had of

See could of.

hanged,
hung

Hanged means "put to death by hanging."
The murderer was hanged (not hung) last week.
Hung is the proper past participle in other situations:
He had hung his hat on the third hook upon entering.

have got to

Do not use have got to to mean "must."

I must (not have got to) hurry if I am to catch the train.

healthful,
healthy

Distinguish between these words:
The boy is healthy.
Walking is a healthful pastime.

human,
humans

Human is an adjective. Do not use it as a noun:
He said that human beings (not humans) are often unreasonable.

if,
whether

Careful writers and speakers use whether rather than if after verbs of doubting, seeing, knowing, and the like:
CORRECT: She was not sure whether her mother would approve or not.
ALSO CORRECT: She was not sure whether her mother would approve.

immediately

Do not use immediately as a conjunction. Use as soon as:
I'll let you know as soon as (not immediate) l hear from him.

in,
into

Some constructions require one rather than the other of these words:
He backed the car into (not in) the garage.
He then walked into (not in) the house.
He usually gets in late.
He leaves his overcoat in the vestibule.

in back of

Prefer back of, behind, or at the back of:
The tennis court is behind (not in back of) the house.

individual,
party

Do not use these words as loose synonyms for man, person, woman, and the like:
He is a strange person (not individual).
Party suggests a group:
They held the train for a man (not party) of fifty.
Party also has a legal meaning, as in "party of the first part."
Use individual to point a contrast to a group:
I like the students as individuals, but I dislike them as a group.

inferior than

The correct expression is inferior to:
His training has been inferior to (not than) his brother's.

ingenious,
ingenuous

Ingenious means "clever, talented, skillful."
Ingenuous means "frank, open, naïve."
Most inventors are ingenious (not ingenuous) persons.

inside of

In expressions of time, use within instead of inside of:
Can you meet me within (not inside of) an hour?

is when,
is where

When and where introduce adverbial clauses. Do not use them to introduce predicate nominatives:
A gazetteer is a list of geographical items.
(NOT: A gazetteer is where you find geographical items.)
Rhyme is the correspondence of two final sounds.
(NOT: Rhyme is when two sounds correspond)

its,
it's

Its is the possessive of it. It's is a contraction of it is:
When he saw my tie, he said, "It's an unusual one, but I like its color."

just

Avoid using just as an intensive:
I think your idea is a splendid one.
(NOT: I think your idea is just splendid.)

kind,
sort

Kind and sort are singular nouns:
Betty prefers this (not these) kind of silk stockings.
Her father objects to this sort of idea.
(NOT: Her father objects to these sort of ideas.)

kind of a,
sort of a

As adjective phrases, kind of and sort of are followed by nouns:
This is the sort of (not sort of a) day I like.
What kind of (not kind of a) person do you think I am?
Use rather, somewhat, and the like in adverbial functions:
I was somewhat (not kind of) disappointed.

last,
latest

Last is used in several ways; latest is used to mean "most recent" in order of time:
The latest ("most recent") news we have had about him was in last month's letter from Arizona.
He was last seen getting off the train.
The last letter he ever wrote was dated in April.

lay,
lie

Lay is transitive and means "to put down." Lie is intransitive and means "to recline." The principal parts of lay are lay, laid, laid. The principal parts of lie are lie, lay, lain.
I shall lay the blanket on the floor and then I shall lie on it.
I have lain on it many times before.
The first time I laid it on the floor was the day we moved in.
I lay on it for two hours that time.

lead,
led

Led is the past tense and past participle of the verb to lead:
We must lead the child by the hand.
I led him by the hand last week.
I have led (not lead ) him by the hand many times.

leave,
let

These words are often confused:
Let (not Leave) her have her own way.
We shall leave her to her own devices.
Before you leave, let me give you a road-map.

led

See lead.

like,
as,
as if

Like is a preposition:
Jimmy looks like (not as) me.
As and as if are conjunctions:
It looks as if (not like) we are going to have trouble.
I wish I could play golf like my father.
I wish I could play the game as my father plays it.

loan

Do not use loan as a verb:
Lend (not Loan) me your fountain pen for a moment, will you?
The bank will lend (not loan) you the money.
Why don't you apply for a loan?

locate

Do not use locate to mean "settle in a place" or "find."
They intend to settle (not locate) in Ohio.
I can't seem to find (not locate) my galoshes.

lose,
loose

These words are often incorrectly used for each other:
I'm afraid they will lose (not loose) their way.
Loose (not Lose) the dog.
Turn the dog loose (not lose).

lot,
lots of

These are colloquialisms for many or much:
Much (not A lot) of his trouble arises from his home life.
She told us that many (not lots of ) people objected to the newspaper report.

mad

Mad means "insane." Avoid using it to mean "angry."
The poor man was clearly mad when he committed the murder.
She has been angry with (not mad at) me for days.

mean

Mean as an adjective suggests poor circumstances or something common, vulgar, or ignoble. Do not use it in formal writing to mean "irritable, selfish, or malicious." That was an unkind (not mean) thing to do.

might of

See could of.

mighty

A colloquialism for very or exceedingly. Properly, mighty means "of great size or bulk or power."
The smith a mighty man was he.
This is a very fine (not mighty fine) book.

most,
almost

Do not confuse these words:
Which of you boys has the most money?
My mother is almost (not most) always willing to chat with him.
She sees him almost (not most) every week.

nice

Properly, nice means "discriminating, fastidious, subtle, or precise." Avoid using it to mean "pleasant, agreeable, or delightful."
There is a nice distinction between the two words.
He has a nice taste in wines.
The dinner was an enjoyable (not nice) one.
Yesterday was a pleasant (not nice) day.

no place

See place.

out

Out is often added unnecessarily:
Do you think he will lose (not lose out)?

out loud

The correct expression is aloud:
The teacher read the letter aloud (not out loud).

outside of

Do not use this expression to mean "except for."
Except for (not Outside of) the clothes on my back, I have lost everything.

over

Do not use over to mean "more than."
I haven't read it for more than (not over) ten years.

over with

Use over.
The play was over (not over with) at ten-thirty.

per cent,
percentage

Use per cent only after numerals. Percentage may be used to mean "proportion."
Sixty per cent of the money went for expenses.
The auditors thought this a larger percentage than necessary.

piece

Do not use piece to mean "a short distance."

place

Do not use place to mean "where":
Anywhere (not any place)
Nowhere (not no place)
Somewhere (not some place)

plenty

Do not use the noun plenty as an adverb:
The seat is quite wide enough (not plenty wide enough) for three persons.

poorly

Prefer not well or in poor health.

postal

Postal is an adjective, as in postal card.
Post card is an acceptable form.
How many words can you put on a post card (not postal)?

prefer

The correct form is prefer to, not prefer than:
We prefer fishing to (not than) hunting.

principal,
principle

These words are often confused. Principal is correctly used as a noun or adjective to mean "chief" or "chief teacher or official." Mrs. Williams is the principal of the girls' school.
Principle is a noun meaning "a fundamental truth or primary law." It is the principle (not principal) of the thing.

prospect

Avoid the slang use of prospect to mean "prospective buyer" or "one likely to do something."
He has a list of likely contributors (not prospects).

proven

The past participle of prove is proved. Prefer proved to proven in all constructions.
He is a man of proved (not proven) ability.
She has proved (not proven) a great help to him.

put in,
over,
across

Put in to mean "devote, make, or spend" is colloquial. Put over and put across are slang.
Do you think he will spend (not put in) more than three hours on the job?

quite

Properly, this adverb means "completely" or "entirely."
I have quite finished.
Colloquially, it is used to mean "rather" or "very" or "to a great extent."
His home is quite near (very near) to his office.
Quite a few, quite a while are colloquialisms.

raise,
rear

Prefer rear to raise if the meaning intended is "to educate or take care of children.'

raise,
rise

Raise is transitive; rise is intransitive.
Raise your right hand.
When your name is called, please rise.

rarely ever

See seldom ever.

real
really

Do not use real as an intensive, for emphasis:
We had a very (not real or really) enjoyable trip.

reason is because

The correct form is "the reason is that."

reckon

Reckon is dialectal for suppose, think, guess:
I think (not reckon) I'll be able to do it.

refer back,
repeat again

The words back and again are unnecessary:
I want you to refer (not refer back) to page two.
Will you please repeat that?
(Not: Will you please repeat that again?)

regard,
respect

The acceptable idioms are in regard to, with regard to, as regards, and with respect to.

reminisce

A verb of doubtful standing used to mean "indulge in reminiscences."

right

The expressions right away, right off, right smart, and right along are colloquialisms.

run

Informal or colloquial for the verbs manage, control, conduct, or amount to:
He managed (not ran) the business for his father.

same,
said,
such

Business or legal jargon for it, this, that, one, and the like:
He found the watch and returned it (not same) to the owner.

same as

This is a colloquialism used to mean "just as" or "in the same way as."
He feels just as (not the same as) I do about the new tax.

seldom ever,
seldom or ever

The correct expressions are seldom, seldom if ever, seldom or never, hardly ever.
They seldom (not seldom ever) go to the theater.
Frank seldom if ever (not seldom ever) reads a book.

set,
sit

Set is a transitive verb; sit is intransitive. The principal parts of set are set, set, set. The principal parts of sit are sit, sat, sat. 
I asked my sister to set the table.
Then I invited our guests to sit down.
Father sat in his usual chair at the head of the table.
During his absence, I had sat there several times.
Whenever I set the table, I always get things wrong.

show

Colloquial for play, operatic performance, public performance, moving picture:
He hasn't been to a play (not show) for three months.
A spectacle or pageant may be called a show.
Show is also used colloquially for opportunity or chance.

show up

Colloquial for expose, appear, arrive:
The investigating committee will expose (not show up) the corruption in the city government.
Do you think the doctor will arrive (not show up) in time?

size up

Colloquial or slang for appraise or estimate:
Michael quickly estimated ( not sized up) his chances for success.

so

Do not use so as an intensive:
They are very (not so) excited today.
Do not use so for so that or and so:

The game was over at five, and so (not so) we left at once.
We went home immediately so that (not so) we could hear the news broadcast at six.

some

Do not use some to mean "somewhat."
The car is running somewhat (not some) better.
Some as an intensive is slang:
This is some game!

some place

See place.

species

Species means "a kind" or "a class." It is both singular and plural:
The collection contains one rare species (not specie) of hawks and three species of eagles.
Specie means "coined money."

stop

Colloquial of British for stay or visit:
He is staying (not stopping) with relatives.

such

Do not use such as an intensive:
She has excellent (not such) taste in clothes.
Distinguish between such . . . that and such . . . as:
Friday was such a fine day that I visited the zoo.
Such talent as he shows ought to be developed.

superior than

The correct idiom is superior to.

sure

Colloquial and informal equivalent of certainly, surely, indeed, and the like:
It certainly (not sure) is a hard problem.
Sure is slang for yes:
Can you manage it? Sure.

suspicion

Use suspect.
They suspected (not suspicioned) that he was lying.

take

Colloquialisms involving take include:
to take in for to deceive or to attend
to take sick for to become ill
to take off for to ridicule or to parody
to take on for to act violently
to take stock in for to rely on
to take on too much work for to attempt too much

take and

See try and.

tend,
attend

Tend is followed by a direct object; attend is followed by to:
Please attend to the matter at once.
Bessie always tends (not tends to) the children.

terrible,
terribly

Do not use these words as mere intensives.
We are extremely (not terribly) late.

through

Prefer the word finished:
Have you finished with the paper?
(Not: Are you through with the paper?)

transpire

Transpire means "to become known" or "to come to light" or "to exhale." Do not use it to mean "happen" or "occur."
What he did after that has not transpired.
The accident happened (not transpired) at five minutes to four.

try and,
sure and

These are colloquialisms for try to and sure to:
Be sure to (not sure and) be there by six.
I'll try to (not try and) get there promptly.

uninterested,
disinterested

Do not confuse these words. Disinterested means "unbiased" or "impartial." Uninterested means "indifferent" or "taking no interest in."
The judge was disinterested.
The spectators were not uninterested in the outcome.

unique

Unique means "the one of its kind."
His hobby is, I think, unique.
Do not use unique carelessly to mean "odd" or "unusual."

up

This adverb is frequently added in colloquial speech. Avoid the following in formal writing:
divide up, finish up, fold up, settle up, end up, rest up, listen up. Up is correct in such expressions as wake up, hang up, dig up.

up until

Prefer until:
I was doing well until (not up until) last year.

wait on

Do not use wait on to mean "wait for" or "await."
What are you waiting for?
(Not: What are you waiting on?)

want

The verb want cannot take a clause:
They wanted him to go to camp.
(Not: They wanted that he should go to camp.)
Do not use want in to mean "want to get in."
Do not use want to for should:
You should (not want to) be careful crossing streets.

way,
ways

Do not use way to mean condition.
The patient is in a bad condition (not way).
Do not use way for away:
I saw her away (not way) down the street.
Do not use ways for distance:
I noticed her when she was a great distance (not ways) off.

while

Do not use while as a conjunction unless the intended meaning is "during the time that."
I'll get the fire going while you peel the potatoes.

wire

Wire is colloquial for telegram or telegraph.

without

Do not use without to mean unless:
I can't finish unless (not without) you help me.

worst way,
worst kind,
worst sort

These are colloquialisms for very much or very difficult:
This is a very difficult (not the worst kind of a) book.

would have

In conditional clauses, use had:
If he had (not would have) stayed at home, it would not have happened at all.

would of

The correct form is would have:
They would have (not would of) been able to come had it not been for the storm.

See could of.

you all,
ya'll
we all

These are Southern colloquialisms for you (plural) and we.

