
Sentence Correction

Parallelism
both sides of 'to be' verb must be parallel

signaled by pronouns: which, that, whom...

must be logically and structurally parallel

Subject -  Verb Agreement

Collective Nouns are singular

Only "AND" can creative a plural out of 2 singulars

Additive phrases are only modifiers (along
with, in addition...)

STRATEGY: Eliminate Modifiers between subject and verb
"of" clause is only a modifier

"OR"/ "EITHER... OR"/ "NEITHER...NOR"
have 2 subjects, verb must agree with the
nearest one

Indefinite pronouns (~body, ~thing, ~one)
are usually singular

EXCEPTION: SANAM pronouns may be
plural, consider the "of" clause

Such as (examples, 2 nouns doing action)
Like (similarity, focus on 2 nouns)

"the number of" is singular "a number of" is plural

"Each" and "Every" are singular

EXCEPTION: if they occur after a subject
then they have no bearing AND "which"
negates them
Any subject after each and every is singular

Verbs (tense, mood, voice)

avoid split infinitive (words between to and verb)

go for simple tenses, rather than progressive

Perfect tense: started in the past but still true

only use when necessary
If 2 actions occurred at different times in
past then use PP for earlier one and
Simple Past for later

have/has had or had had are perfectly normal

In subjunctive mood (hypothetical or
uncertainty) the verb "to be" ALWAYS
appears as 'were'

if there is uncertainty other party will do
what's asked "that + infinitive verb"
without to

Pronouns

Frequent errors, check all pronouns

Must refer to 1 and only 1 referent noun

must agree in number with the noun

must be in proper case (subject, object or possessive)

Subject and Object pronouns may not
refer to possessive nouns, frequent
confusion

It vs
Its,
They
vs
Their

Modifiers

Must unambiguously modify a noun

Must directly touch the noun they modify

If they modify a verb, it's OK not to touch
as long as there's no ambiguity

Comma indicates that the clause is not
essential for identification of the noun

On GMAT 'which' only applies to the noun
directly before it, not the clause

Comparisons

must be parallel in structure and in meaning

'like' compares nouns, 'as' compares clauses

if we compare 2 things then use
comparative form, if 3 or more then use
superlative

Idioms

"Clause 1" AND AS SUCH "Clause 2"

X as Y

'just as' is interchangeable with 'in the same way that'

'due to' is interchangeable with 'caused by'

X has half the chance that Y has

'whether' is preferred to 'if' on GMAT

'targeted at' is correct (' targeted to')

'neither.... nor', verb should agree with nor

'compare to' (unlike things, emphasize
resemblance) 'compare with' (like things,
shows similarity or difference)
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